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The Welcome! 
No matter who you are, or where you are 

on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
 

 

Staying Connected in Uncertain Times 

From Rev. Bob: 

At our recent Church Council meeting, we went through the list of members and friends and 

identified those whom we don’t see very often, and divided up the names to call people weekly 

or so just to make sure everyone is okay and knows we’re thinking of each other.  I’ve made 

several calls so far, and in each case, the recipient was very grateful to be remembered, and to 

chat a bit about how they are coping. 

 

Also, 2-3 times a week, UCC pastors and lay leaders from our Conference are gathering on 

Zoom for a feedback and support session.  This has surprised me about how much I appreciate 

this digital time together.  I know very little about most of our pastors and lay leaders, and it has 

been great to feel connected and more a part of the wider church. 

 

Perhaps this is one of the lessons we can learn from the trauma 

of the Coronavirus— stay in touch.  This disease has made us  

much more aware of how it feels to be isolated, and how nice 

it is when someone calls or emails just to make sure we’re okay. 
 

So whoever you are, whatever your situation in life, do take this 

time of social isolation to find new ways to connect with your  

friends, family and those who are most likely to be alone. 

 

                                                                    Sunday Services On-Line 
                                                                                                        

                                              As most of you know, we are currently live streaming our 10:00 am  

                                              Sunday services. Go to our UCC Miles City Facebook page to  

                                              watch live or you can view a video of the service at a later time.       

                                              This week we will have a brief Communion service so please bring 

                                               your own supplies (wine, juice, bread, etc.) with you to your 

                                              computer.  Thank you to everyone whose efforts are making this  

                                              possible! 
 

                                  Plus, stay tuned:                    

We will also post the Choral Presentation that was recorded a few weeks ago by the 

combined UCC/Presbyterian/Methodist choirs.  Enjoy! 

 
 

 

 

 



 

How to Help Our Community 

 

Many of us have wondered what we can do to help our community and others during this crisis.  

Starting next week, Holy Rosary Healthcare will be accepting donations of certain supplies. 

The following items may be dropped off at the HRH back dock from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays only:  

 Sealed N95 Masks  

 Hospital Grade Procedure Masks 

 Hand sanitizer in unopened containers  

 Disinfectant Wipes  

 Homemade masks will be accepted, but will be distributed to those outside of the clinical 
setting who may be able to use them. 

If requested, gift and in-kind receipts can be created through the Holy Rosary Healthcare 

Foundation. Please contact Erika at erika.swanson@sclhealth.org with questions. 

 

The Custer County Food Bank remains open and is experiencing increasing demand on its 

services.  Donations are critical at this time and may be mailed to:  210 S. Winchester.   

United Christian Church is donating $500 to the Food Bank this week! 

 
What's the best way you can thank medical personnel, first responders and all other essential workers?  

 

STAY HOME!!!  Go out ONLY WHEN ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY! 

 

 

 *   *    *    *    *    *    *   * 

 

Mission & On-Going Activities 

 

Our annual Souper Bowl collection on Super Bowl Sunday in February raised just over $160 for 

the Miles City Soup Kitchen.  (Note: Though the Soup Kitchen is currently closed due to the 

COVID-19 restrictions, they will reopen when possible and your donations are still greatly 

appreciated.) 

 

The Mission Committee had long been interested in supporting Kiva, an international nonprofit, 

whose mission is to expand financial access to the underserved via a process of crowdfunding 

loans. Kiva is currently active in 77 countries around the globe. What makes the program so 

unique is that money is loaned, not donated. Individuals or groups can lend as little as $25 

towards a targeted loan amount which other lenders are also supporting. In time, when the loan is 

repaid, the monies can be loaned again. (The repayment rate on Kiva loans is 96.8%)  
 

 We recently finalized $200 in loans through Kiva for four individuals at $50 per loan.  However, 

as this was done in conjunction with International Women's Day, the loans were all matched 

through other means! Recipients of our UCC loans were: 
 

 Two women in Kenya, for buying high quality seeds and fertilizers to expand small horticultural 

"farms." Both women use part of their income to send their children to school. 

 A woman in El Salvador, for buying corn, beans, vegetables and other products to expand her 

two year old business of making & selling stuffed flatbread & other foods.  

 A woman in Columbia, for buying fabric, thread & sewing machine maintenance to improve her 

sewing business which supports her and her son. 

For more information on Kiva, check out their website at www.kiva.org. 



 

 

 

 
                  PEOPLE WE KNOW 

                      

                                                "We will sure miss the old gal we called Carol."  So read the final line  

                                         of (Margaret) Carol Cain's obituary, and she is indeed missed by those  

                                         who knew her well.  Carol died December 15 at the age of 77, only a  

                                         few weeks after moving from her home into Friendship Villa.  She had 

                                         attended United Christian Church for the past several years and her  

                                         church family was important to her, even as her health declined. Carol 

                                         will be remembered for many things, including her beautiful flowers,  

                                         her hats, her love of family and her sense of humor! 

                                                                                
 

We've been thrilled to hear of Sharon Kearnes' improved health  since her two week hospitalization  

earlier this year.  Sharon, they don't make them any tougher than you!  

 
 

We are also very glad that Gary Ochsner is recuperating well from his double knee replacement.  (But 

please, Gary, no more blood clot scares!) 

 
 

Shannette and Becky Lane recently moved to Hysham and we wish them the best on this new phase of 

their lives! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It's time for our annual special offering for One Great Hour 

 of Sharing (UCC) and Week of Compassion (DCC). These  

offerings, usually collected around Easter, go towards  

disaster relief, refugee aid and development in poverty-

stricken countries and areas.  This year both denominations  

are using funds to help coordinate assistance to regions 

stricken by COVID-19.  If you'd like to donate, you can send 

a check directly to our Treasurer, Lori Dickson, at 621 N. 

Custer.  Please write OGHS or Week of Compassion in memo. 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

     MARCH                            APRIL                                    MAY 

8th  - Judy Bovee                       7th - Samar Devies                 6th - Amanda Sanders 

10th  - Judy Bowers                   8th - Shannette Lane              6th - Wendy Dickman 

12th  - Cindy Berg                      8th - Diana Ochsner               12th – Vida Landa 

20th - Hazel Richardson           8th - Jerry Partridge             18th- Tracy Barnes 

24th –Judy & Wally Bowers             9th - Mary Partridge              24th- Cord Berg 

27th -  Lee Richardson                   11th - Kathy Barnes  

28th - Lauren Reinhart            20th -Truman & Judy Bovee     

30th  - Cecelia Freese            

31st  - Susie Seaburg 

 ? - Karen & Ken Strobel 

 

 



Stay Home, Stay Engaged 

 

Written by: Michael Schuenemeyer, 
Team Leader, Health and Wholeness Advocacy Ministries for the United Church of Christ 

March 27, 2020 Share 

I was last in my office on March 13th, not only because the 

United Church of Christ national office building is closed and all staff are working from home, but also 

(and more importantly) because I developed a dry cough. Consequently, I began self-isolating, assuming I 

may have COVID-19. I can’t know this for sure at this point, because testing has lagged so far behind in 

the U.S. that available tests must be prioritized for those with more serious symptoms. 

    I imagine I’m not alone in the frustration I feel about the lack of preparedness of our health care system 

to respond to this pandemic and the stress of feeling helpless, not just about my own situation but the 

vulnerable place in which we collectively find ourselves. 

    Having worked in HIV & AIDS response for past 35 years, I also know there are important sources of 

resilience that will get us through this unprecedented and difficult time. 

    A key skill for resilience is finding meaning and purpose, which may be found by staying engaged. In 

this time of physical distancing, think of it this way: stay at home but not on the couch. Stay engaged with 

your spiritual life, relationships, community, and the work of justice. In 1987, the General Synod of the 

United Church of Christ adopted a pronouncement, “Health and Wholeness in the Midst of a Pandemic,” 

which called on the church to be compassionate, person-centered, supportive of medical science and 

health care providers, collaborative, and radically inclusive as they embody of the love of Christ in 

ministries of healing. 

    Community activism also plays a vital role in community health, especially in the midst of a pandemic. 

The legacy of community activism in response to the HIV pandemic changed its devastating trajectory 

and led to more just policies, investments in research, the strengthening of health systems, and the 

expansion of health services. The COVID-19 pandemic requires a response grounded in justice. Funding, 

resources and leadership to strengthen our health care systems are needed for the U.S. to follow the 

course of the most successful strategies: “easy access to testing, rigorous contact tracing, clear and 

consistent science-based messaging, and a commitment to studiously abide by quarantines while 

clamping down on socializing no matter how tempting it may be to stray.” 

    Just as calling HIV or AIDS a “gay disease” has contributed to the stigma that is a barrier to ending the 

epidemic, calling COVID-19 the “Chinese virus” increases harm against Asian and Pacific Islander 

communities and perpetuates stigma of transmission and care. Encouraging a human rights approach to 

COVID-19, UNAIDS reminds us of the lessons learned from the HIV pandemic: 

Right now, we are facing an unpredictable and highly dynamic situation as a global community. 

However, as we have seen from the solidarity, support and power of communities in the HIV epidemic 

and already in communities responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, the response must not be fear and 

stigma. We need to build a culture of solidarity, trust and kindness. Our response to COVID-19 must be 

https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/world/2020/03/19/coronavirus-curve-us-may-its-most-dangerous-point/2863553001/
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2020/human-rights-and-covid-19?utm_source=UNAIDS+Newsletter&utm_campaign=7eb0232dfc-20200320_human-rights-approach-covid-19


grounded in the realities of people's lives and focused on eliminating the barriers people face in being 

able to protect themselves and their communities. 

    Whether by online meetings, phone calls, emails or other physically distant ways of engaging, it is not 

only possible but vital to strengthen communities for the sake of justice. Meaning and purpose can be 

found in community building, and from it will come the essential tools for resilience, healing and 

recovery. 

                                          *    *    *    *    * 

 

UCC's Share the Love Bookstore is closed for the foreseeable 

future but delivery service is possible! If you have a certain 

author or genre that you enjoy, give Amber a call (531-3317) 

and she will see what is on the shelves and arrange to get 

it to you. 

A big THANK YOU to Amber for offering to do this! 

 

               *    *     *     *     * 

 

Although our church activities are restricted right now, your financial support is still needed. One 

way to continue supporting United Christian Church is through Givelify. It does require an app 

be downloaded to your tablet or phone, but it is a free app. You can set up recurring giving 

through your credit card, if that is something you would like to do. If you prefer making one time 

donations, that is also possible. If you need help using the app, let Amber know. For those 

preferring to write checks, they can be mailed directly to Treasurer Lori Dickson at 621 N. 

Custer. THANK YOU for your on-going support! 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember ~ although we're not gathering together in person,  

we are still together in spirit. 

 

Stay Strong ~ Stay Healthy ~ Stay Home!!! 
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