
2019 General Synod Resolutions

Private Prison Reform
Learn about the inequities surrounding private prisons and detention centers
Monitor and advocate against proposals that seek to increase prison populations
Divest from corporations running private prisons which do not implement reforms

Ecumenical Relationship with the Iglesia Evangelica Unida de Puerto Rico

Commitment to Interreligious Relations and Deploring Religious Bigoty
Commends settings and members of the United Church of Christ to read, study, and act upon 
the document, “A Just World for All: Engaging with All God’s Creation and Calling the UCC to 
Live Inter-Religiously.”

Drawing Attention to Global Forced Migration
Urges us to participate in practicable ways to address the state of global forced migration 
through support of denominational partners around the world who are responding to the 
needs of displaced people, whether they are refugees, migrants, internally displaced, asylum 
seekers, or others, through Global Ministries and One Great Hour of Sharing;  
engagement in refugee resettlement programs in the US through the UCC’s Humanitarian and 
Development Ministries; 

Resolution to create a listening campaign throughout the denomination in all of its 
expressions
To ask how the various settings most energetically and thoroughly carry out Christian mission 
and witness, and prayerfully listen to the concerns of the Church, formulating the eventual 
recommendation about the future form of General Synod’s Christian witness.

Resolution Regarding Plastic Foam
Encourage the use of alternatives such as paper products or, better yet, ceramic or other 86 
dishwasher-safe products.

Resolution on Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend
Encourages us to speak out for energy innovations and conservation to reduce climate change.

Resolution to denounce all forms and expressions of white supremacist hatred as displayed 
by neo-Nazi groups, the Ku Klux Klan, and others; and urges us to engage in reflection, learning, 
self-examination, and repentance

Resolution to recognize the United Church of Christ Mental Health Network as a Historically 
Underrepresented Group of the United Church of Christ

Resolution to recognize the Colectivo de UCC Latinx Ministries as a Historically 
Underrepresented Group)



Resolution supporting survivors of rape and sexual violence
We are invited to participate in an annual observance of Break The Silence Sunday, honoring 
within worship, education, and community contexts the stories and struggles of survivors of 
rape and sexual violence, and encourage such an observance in the ecumenical community

Resolution calling for United States to pull “Back From The Brink” and Prevent Nuclear War

Resolution about local church autonomy in the United Church of Christ
Seeks clarity around Local Church covenant and autonomy, parameters for local church 
Accountability and the oversight of local churches, a provision for releasing congregations from 
the United Church of Christ, 
Produce a Manual on the Local Church, akin to the Manual on Ministry, for use by all settings of 
the Church to fully live into their covenantal responsibilities and privileges

Resolution on non-binary gender language in the UCC Bylaws
All congregations of the United Church of Christ are encouraged to welcome people of all 
gender identities and expressions into membership, ministry, leadership, and full participation; 
All settings of the United Church of Christ carefully consider the use of language relating to 
gender in all publications, curricula, and documents; 

Resolution on Jesus Said “Follow Me”
Calls upon congregations to engage in reflection and conversation on what it means to follow 
Jesus in the diversity of our practices, with the intent of learning from one another and 
encouraging one another in faithful witness and extravagant welcome; 
Calls upon congregations to have these conversations within, between, and among Local 
Churches, focusing on the significance of Jesus’ call, “Follow me” in this era, and the ways in 
which each congregation responds to that call.

Resolution Declaring Support for the Green New Deal
Calls upon the whole of the church to accept that it is up to us to pour ourselves out to bend 
the moral arc of the universe towards justice, with joy in our hearts, beauty in our sights, and 
hope for a healthy and sustainable world for all children.

Resolution calling for protection of immigrant children and their families

Resolution recognizing opioid addiction as a health epidemic, ensuring access to treatment 
and pharmaceutical corporate responsibility

Resolution calling for congressional hearings on violence in America

Resolution creating a new conference in southern New England as Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island combine.


