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In review of the activities completed this year by the Commission on Ministry, it is evident that 

tremendous support from all members has been required to accomplish these tasks. A defined detail of 

these accomplishments are defined below. The need for increased sessions conducted by Zoom have 

been essential in facilitating a timely response to urgent situations that arise.  

New Manual on Ministry 

During this past year the members of our Commission have been working with the new Manual on 

Ministry provided by the National Office’s Ministry Excellence Support and Education (MESA) team. 

Members have educated themselves on this new Manual on Ministry through training sessions and 

newsletter resources provided by MESA, in addition to evaluating specific sections and activities that 

address the concerns that come before this body.  

Boundary Training 

In conjunction with the Manual on Ministry training offered by MESA staff, an onsite offering of 

boundary training was offered for members, which is requirement every three years. This training was 

offered for both clergy and interested lay members of our congregations. The new MESA team leader, 

Rev. Elizabeth Dilley led this training in Bozeman on June 4, as well as a seminary course on “the Marks 

of Faith and Effective Ministry” for clergy and lay leaders on June 3. 

Support for Local Pastors  

One of the primary duties of this Commission on Ministry is to offer “periodic vocational support” for 

our clergy. These support meetings are scheduled on a three year cycle. In the past we have fallen 

behind on this obligation, but have implemented a new resource chart with the assistance of our 

Conference staff, Jennifer Penfield and Patty Martinson. This new resource chart catalogs activities for 

vocational support meetings, boundary training attendance and other clergy stepping stone 

requirements in their career. This resource chart not only includes active clergy but also those who still 

have standing in our Conference and are performing duties for local churches.   

Installations   

During the past year, there have been 4 installations for clergy in local churches: Rev. Jennifer Yocum 

with University UCC Missoula, Rev. Duane Bartz with Big Timber Congregational UCC, Rev. Nicholas 

Knoblauch with Powder River UCC Broadus, and Pastor Robert Shy with Bethlehem UCC Worden. 

Search and Call 

There have been search and call activities conducted by the churches in Buffalo, Baker, Butte and Molt. 

Fitness Review Process 

Some members of our Commission assisted in the Fitness Review of a local Pastor from a different 

conference. This has been a learning experience for our Commission as to how to conduct this activity 

and be better prepared if the need for a Fitness Review arises within our Conference. 

 



Transitions 

It is with regret that we announced the closing of churches in Kalispell in September 2018, and in Power 

in April 2019. We also said goodbye at the passing of two ministers who served local churches in our 

Conference and had once served on this Commission: the Rev. Carl Krusi and the Rev. Bill Hawk. 

Ministerial Activities 

We are pleased to note that Rev. Pam Peterson and Rev. Amy Carter were both voted into settled 

ministry positions for the churches that they were serving as designated pastors in Red Lodge 

Community UCC and Billings Mayflower UCC.  Rev. Laura Folkwein has been called to serve as Associate 

Minister with University Church UCC in Missoula.  

Members in Discernment  

We are pleased that we currently have three Members in Discernment (MID) in our Conference.  Laura 

Keating from First UCC Billings is attending a campus based seminary at Boston University School of 

Theology. Sara Branom from Great Falls Congregational UCC is an online M.Div. student with Chicago 

Theological. Lisa Harmon, co-pastor with First UCC Billings, is following a new alternate path for 

ordination process, that we are all learning. In addition to these three MIDs, we have three more 

individuals considering Member in Discernment status with their congregations. We have had one MID 

who has dropped out of this status due to medical concerns and moving. 

Committee Transitions 

This upcoming year will see the “retirement” of four members of this Commission. Neil Lindorff, Hank 

Branom, Ken Crouch, and Rick Thompson will have reached the end of their terms. Wendy Brown has 

also submitted her resignation from the Commission due to demands on her time. 

The Church and Ministry Commission is comprised of four representatives, lay and clergy, from each of 

the 3 areas of the Conference (West, Central, and East). I would highly encourage any member to get 

involved with this active and vital group to help provide a much needed service for our Conference. 

 

Submitted by 

Rick Thompson, Chairperson 


