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WORSHIP UPDATE 
 

   On June 14 our church resumed having Sunday 

services (with people well distanced): Adult 

discussion group 9am in Fellowship Hall; Worship 

10:30am in sanctuary. Please use the Fellowship 

door (door closest to alley/IGA). No refreshments 

nor physical contact. We continue to stream Sunday 

worship on our church FB page LIVE at 10:30am 

Sundays, and by video on facebook afterwards. 

https://www.facebook.com/Columbus-Community-

Congregational-United-Church-of-Christ-

109813516270/  
 
 

   For VIRTUAL COMMUNION on 

the 1st Sunday each month, have your 

own bread/wine or juice ready. 
 

   To receive our church emails and to make other 

comments, please contact columbusucc@gmail.com 

and/or joannyeootd@gmail.com. Emails contain the 

bulletin & hymn words for Sunday worship, our 

monthly newsletter, humor, coloring pages, and 

other resources and announcements. We encourage 

your suggestions and requests. 
 

   Donations and pledge payments are welcome and 

needed. Please send to Community Congregational 

Church, PO Box 545, Columbus MT 59019. 
 

TeamWorks FRIENDS 

Afghan Winner 
 

   Linda Halstead-Acharya held the 

winning raffle ticket. The drawing 

was on June 14 and netted for 

Women’s TeamWorks the sum of 

$400. 
 

 

Talking across 

Generations, July 14 
    All are invited to our 

meeting with Pastor Dana 

Keener on Tuesday, July 14, 

6-8pm to discuss new ideas for communicating with 

and engaging other generations. Council members 

are strongly encouraged to attend. 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 
 

   Summertime and the living 

is easy ♪♪ – well, not quite. Yes, 

summer has arrived and the 

weather is pleasant and agreeable, 

but this summer is unlike many 

that we used to experience and 

enjoy. As a community we did 

very well staying home and isolating ourselves from 

each other; we only left home for essential business, 

mostly grocery shopping. Masks were made and 

worn, assisted and skilled nursing facilities were 

locked down - no visitation allowed. Even hospital 

visits where drastically curtailed. In Montana our 

new cases in mid-May approached zero. Then 

Memorial Day and the official start of summer. 

People were restless to get out and try to reclaim the 

life they once knew and experienced. But it was a 

devil’s bargain and now we as a country and state 

are paying the price. COVID-19 cases are on the 

rise in our country and state. Even here in Stillwater 

County we have been getting new cases. We all 

need to continue to be vigilant and on our guard to 

keep from catching this novel virus. Yes, our church 

has opened up, but this does not mean a free-for-all 

retreat back to the good old days of times past. We 

are living in a new reality and we are struggling to 

come to grips with it. 
 

   Community Congregational Church is investing 

in an upgraded and improved camera/video system 

to allow our services to be streamed with improved 

resolution and sound. They will not be as static as 

they once were because we can now zoom in or out 

and pan around the sanctuary. We are making this 

investment to improve our outreach to all the 

members of the congregation who are not able to 

attend and reach others who may not have 

considered coming to Community Congregational 

Church. This investment is also a response to the 

continued need for us to be aware that the COVID-

19 virus is still prevalent and active in our state and 

county. We want to be able to faithful serve you all 

Rev. Robert Leaverton – July 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/Columbus-Community-Congregational-United-Church-of-Christ-109813516270/
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and bring you the word of God. Will video ever 

replace attending worship in person? No. But we 

are doing our best to faithfully serve you this 

congregation and community. 
 

   Yes, these are trying times. We are called to care 

for each other and look after each other. We are 

learning new ways of doing this. This is a 

continuation of our Christian vocation, our living 

into a faithful Christian life. Pray during these 

times, pray for each other, your community, county, 

state and country during these trying times. We can 

survive this and even thrive; yes, it will be different, 

but with God all things are possible. 
 

God’s Peace, Pastor Robert 
 

 

CornerStone 

Editor and    Joan Nye  cell 406-321-0591 

      EarthCare     email joannyeootd@gmail.com 

Interim Minister    Rev. Robert K Leaverton  

                            Phones: hm 328-6520 / cell 321-2980 

       email rkleaverton@nemont.net      

Moderator  Maurie Petterson 406-322-5345 

   sheepdipmt@yahoo.com     

Church Clerk            Rhonda Peterson    406-321-4203  

                                  rhondapdee@gmail.com  

Church Treasurer   Curtis Kuehn   406-322-5454  

                     cktrucker@gmail.com  

Financial Secretary     Jim Movius      406-702-0731 

                      ajmovius@gmail.com  

Chair Trustees      Pete Eckberg       763-350-0736 

                  peckberg@montanasilversmiths.com  

Chair Diaconate        Jerry Nye    406-322-8587 

   joannyeootd@gmail.com   

Christian Ed.        Karen Brewer  406-780-0583 

Jammin  Afterschool Min.  TamiEckberg 763-772-7912  

   and Choir Director           tamieckberg9@gmail.com  

Mission  Mary Kuehn 406-322-5912 

                      kcmlqn@charter.net   

Pastoral Relations     Curt Kuehn   406-322-5454 

Women’s TeamWorks   Beth Damm 406-290-5016 

                          dammrb@gmail.com  

Church address:   P. O. Box  545 / 138 N. 4th Street 

   email  ucccolumbus@gmail.com  

Facebook: Columbus Community Congregational  

AND Jammin’ for Jesus 

Events and church meetings 

July 4 Independence Day 

July 5 Communion Sunday  

July 14 Talking Across Generations, 6 - 8pm 

Trustees meeting, after above session ends 

July 19 Council meets at church, after worship 

July 23 CornerStone news items due 
 

 

Bonnie Van 

Campen passed 

away on June 24; 

no services have 

been scheduled. 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Drew Maki, Sam Spano, Thelma 

Black, Donna Storer, Taby Kautz, 

Paula Newkirk, Bill/Janice Goodman, 

Karen Brewer, Vicky Unger, Donna + 

Bruce McFarland, Brandon Brewer, 

Anna Plumb, June Matovich, Don 

Mason,  

Jim Van Campen & the family of 

Bonnie Van Campen, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Moderator’s Musings 
 

   At our recent planning meeting our coach, Rev. 

Amy Carter from Billings Mayflower Church, 

asked each of us what the church means to us. As 

expected, the answers varied considerably. By 

definition and history, we are Independents. One of 

our church’s founding principles is that we, each of 

us, are expected to form our own interpretation of 

what it is and how it works. We are encouraged to 

think and discuss and especially to respect other’s 

ideas. For some, perhaps many, the church serves as 

an authority, a foundation for our lives. One such 

authority is the mandate to “love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Some time ago I read that most of the 

major religions/dogmas contain a similar dictate to 

“do onto others as you would have them do onto 

you.” This is pretty simple and powerful. How 

would you like to be treated? Treat others the same. 

In these difficult times, it’s basic and important. 
 

Maurie Petterson, Moderator 
 

 

 

 

   THANK YOU to  

Jerry Nye for providing 

some of his beautiful  

peonies and iris for our 

altar on June 14 and 21. 
.  
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For coloring: 

Recognize your bigotry to see the 

person, not the label 
 

By Alan Muskett, MD, for the Billings Gazette,  

reprinted with permission 
 

   I am a bigot. 
 

   When I was a vascular surgeon, I got a call at 

one a.m. Two weeks earlier, I had done a 

complicated operation to save a man’s lower leg. 

Ignoring my unsubtle advice, he has promptly 

resumed smoking and had clotted off the graft. 

His leg was cadaveric. 
 

   He greeted me cheerfully, the waft of stale 

Camel shorts nearly knocking me over. Volcanic 

rate erupted under my diaphragm. Find, I will 

just cut the leg off. 
 

   But I knew I could restore flow to the leg, and 

I knew the disability of an amputation. I also 

knew my biases were at work – “a smoker is just 

another drug addict, addition is weakness, stupid 

gets your leg cut off.” 
 

   I stepped away, let the molten flow of 

resentment dissipate, and did my job. 
 

   At time, deep in an abdomen blood soaking 

into my scrubs, I curse the patient’s obesity, 

thinking what an easy operation this could be if 

only the person had a little self-control. 
 

   I am seeing a guy for a final postop visit, a guy 

on 100% disability, and he ask me when he can 

go elk hunting. 
 

   The greatest operation of my life was on a 

young guy, a meth addict, who had infected his 

heart vales by shooting up. I replaced his aortic 

root with a human graft, and he went home well. 

Nine months later, with track marks in his arms, 

he came back infected and died. 
 

   I see the eighth child of the same woman in the 

cleft palate clinic, every child with fetal alcohol 

syndrome. 
 

   I am a bigot. Put down the needle, the 

cigarette, the doughnut, the booze, quit whining 

get a vasectomy and get a job. 
 

   The problem with bigotry is that it helps no 

one, and it poisons the holder. 

   And what of my perspective? I have had a 

giant snowplow in front of me. White, male, 

born in Montana to educated loving parents, 

good schools, fine mentors, excellent surgical 

partners, and a wife and children who have 

enriched me. 
 

   The ultimate vanity is to think we aren’t 

bigoted. Our social salvation lies in staring that 

bigotry in the mirror, recognizing it, and then 

doing our human job. There was a specific 

reason Christ sought out the prostitute, the leper, 

and the foreigner – see the person, not the label. 
 

   One night in the ER, the cops brought in a guy 

kicking and screaming and spitting, for me to fix 

up his fight-mangled face. While we were 

waiting on the results of the CT scan a 

policeman asked me where he could get a 

blanket – “I think he’s cold.” 
 

   I was fascinated. This cop, who had been spit 

on and kicked was worried the guy was cold. I 

had to ask. 
 

   “Aw,” he said, “I don’t think he means it.” 
 

   See the person. 
 

* * * * * * * * 
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The Story of the 4th of July 
https://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-declaration-of-

independence/fourth-of-july/ 
 

The Declaration of Independence 
   We celebrate American Independence Day on 

the 4th of July every year. We think of July 4, 

1776, as a day that represents the Declaration of 

Independence and the birth of the United States 

of America as an independent nation. 
 

   But July 4, 1776, wasn't the day that the 

Continental Congress decided to declare 

independence; they did that on July 2, 1776. It 

wasn’t the day we started the American 

Revolution either; that had happened back in 

April 1775. And it wasn't the day that Thomas 

Jefferson wrote the first draft of the Declaration 

of Independence; he did that in June 1776. Or the 

date on which the Declaration was delivered to 

Great Britain; that didn't happen until November 

1776. Or the date the Declaration was signed, 

which was August 2, 1776. 
 

   So what did happen on July 4, 1776? The 

Continental Congress approved the final wording 

of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 

1776. They'd been working on it for a couple of 

days after the draft was submitted on July 2 and 

had finally agreed on all of the edits and 

changes. July 4, 1776, became the date included 

on the Declaration of Independence and on the 

fancy handwritten copy that was signed in 

August, the copy now displayed at the National 

Archives in Washington, D.C. It’s also the date 

that was printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, the 

original printed copies of the Declaration that 

were circulated throughout the new nation. So 

when people thought of the Declaration of 

Independence, July 4, 1776, was the date they 

remembered. (Ed. Note: The power of the press.) 
 

   In contrast, we celebrate Constitution Day on 

September 17 each year, the anniversary of the 

date the Constitution was signed, not the 

anniversary of the date it was approved. If we’d 

followed this same approach for the Declaration 

of Independence, we would celebrate 

Independence Day on August 2 of each year, the 

day the Declaration of Independence was signed! 
 

How did the 4th of July  

become a national holiday? 
 

   For the first 15 or 20 years 

after the Declaration was 

written, people didn’t celebrate 

it much on any date. It was too 

new, and too much else was 

happening in the young nation. 

By the 1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, 

the Declaration had become controversial. One 

party, the Democratic-Republicans, admired 

Jefferson and the Declaration. But the other 

party, the Federalists, thought the Declaration 

was too French and too anti-British, which went 

against their current policies. 
 

   By 1817, John Adams complained in a letter 

that America seemed uninterested in its past. But 

that would soon change. 
 

   After the War of 1812, the Federalist party 

began to come apart and the new parties of the 

1820s and 1830s all considered themselves 

inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-

Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration 

began to circulate again, all with the date July 4, 

1776, listed at the top. The deaths of both 

Thomas Jefferson and John Adams on July 4, 

1826, may have helped to promote the idea of 

July 4 as an important date to be celebrated. 

(These two men were rivals early in life but avid 

correspondents and good friends as they aged.) 
 

   Celebrations of the 4th of July became more 

common as the years went on, and in 1870, 

almost a hundred years after the Declaration was 

written, Congress first declared July 4 to be a 

national holiday as part of a bill to officially 

recognize several holidays, including Christmas. 

Further legislation about national holidays, 

including July 4, was passed in 1939 and 1941. 

* * * * * * 

   We send healing prayers to 

Paula Newkirk, who fell on May 

29 on a dogwalk. After a month 

in rehab, the doctor discovered a screw was loose 

in the repair so additional surgery is needed. 4 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

We love to hear children’s voices in worship.       

We are practicing social distancing at church. 

Masks are optional, but they do show concern for 

your neighbors, i.e. The Golden Rule. Come in 

the door to Fellowship Hall. 
 

1 
 

 

A:Ron & Trish 

Goodard 

2 
 

 

B: Wes 

Wierminski 

3 
 
 

4  

 

5 
Communion  

Adult disc 9 
Worship 10:30 

 

     6 
 
 
 

B: Tami Eckberg 

 

     7 
 
 

   8 
 

 

9 
 

 

10 
 

 
B: Donna Storer, 

Paul Hollar 

11 
 
 

 

12 
Adult disc 9 

Worship 10:30 
 

13 
 

 

 

14 
 

Talking Across 

Generations,6-8p 
 

Trustees meeting 

follows above 

   15 

 
 

16 

 
 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

 

A: Una Kay 

DeCock 

 

 18 
 

19  

Adult disc 9 
Worship 10:30 
Church council 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 
 

 

23 
 

CornerStone 

items due 

24 
 

 
 

25 
 

A: Baylee 

Brouillette 

26  
Adult disc 9 

Worship 10:30 
 

27 
 

 

 
B: Jerry Frank 

28 
 

 
 

 29 
 

 

 

30 

 

A: Guy & Toni 

Schoenborn 

B: Jessica 

Burch 

 

31 

 

 
 

Aug.    1 

 

 
A: Ray & 

Leslie Kolpin 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 
 

 

     


