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CROSS TALK 
Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 
I put this photo of one of our stained glass windows just as a reminder 
of how much you are missed. If you are staying safe at home, I am glad 
for that, as your safety is of primary importance. I am also happy to see 
those of you who have ventured back to church, masked and social 
distanced. As our capacity is about 400, inclusive of the balcony, and 

we’ve been seeing about 10 in worship, I feel good about your safety too! For those of you joining us 
via our public Facebook recorded service, I’m so grateful that you are taking time to spend in worship 
of the One who created us all! Having said all of this, with the help of God, we will continue to grow in 
new ways into the future. 
 
There is so much going on in our world right now, but I did want to lift up for a moment the “Black 
Lives Matter” issue. As Christians, we know that all lives matter. However, we also know that there is 
too much inequity all around us as we work with those in need on a fairly constant basis. Perhaps it is 
because I grew up in a larger city, San Diego, that I was made so aware. I remember my all white 
school, as no one dared to sell their home to a black person for fear of repercusions. This happened 
after covenants (excluding sales to people of color) were made unlawful. I still have the old covenant 
from the home I own. I could give you so many examples, but I wanted to highlight one from Britain 
that popped up in my newsfeed the other day, as you’ve probably read enough about Confederate 
flags and statues. This example points to how we may not even notice just how racist things are 
around us. 
 
                                                                                                              
Some of us have sat in front of our TV’s watching folks like, Sir 
Paul McCartney and Dame Judy Dench, receive their royal honors 
from the Queen. In light of America’s Black Lives Matters 
campaign and the killing of George Floyd, it has come to their 
attention that one of their highest royal honors medals, The Order 
of St. Michael and St. George, has a very white angel with foot on 
a black man’s neck. Some say it is suppose to depict the angel with a foot on the devil’s neck, but the 
“devil” has no horns, no tail, no pitchfork, no flames,and is black. What this actually depicts is 
institutional racism. We tend to get so accustomed to looking at something, that it becomes “normal”. 
 
Our beloved United States of America is a whole lot “younger” than Britain, but still, there is much 
work to be done, in Christ, Amen.  Until next time, may the Holy Spirit dwell within you each and 
every day. Pastor Sheila 
                                             
 
                                                                                                                     

 

THE TOWER 
 



        July Birthdays 
 

9 Julie Baker       10 Jody Bush                  12 Shari Mortensen            
13 Larry Huestis            23 Lyle Watts                  28 Marla Watts                  
31 John Egan  
                                             July Anniversaries 

 

13 Dustin and Christina Shorma    22  Bryce and Jessica Strampe      
 
Coming Soon: 

July 9:  Book Review “I Heard The Owl Call My Name” 6:00-7:00 PM 
               On the back lawn.  Bring your lawn chair. 
  August date to be determined. Barbeque. Outdoors. Bring your lawn chair. 
 
New Ways Offered to “BE” the Church: You can join us in three ways on Sunday: Join us 

in the sanctuary, with social distancing and wearing a mask. Alternately, you can give us your email 
and we will put you in our Sunday Skype group. On Skype, we connect with everyone at the same 
time. You will hear us contacting you at around 10:45am. Finally, we are video-taping our service 
and posting on our public Facebook page just before 1pm on Sunday following the service. You do 
not need to be a Facebook member to see it.  
 

We are continuing to feed the homeless & hungry bagged meals purchased at the The Hub and 
safely prepared by their chef. These are distributed by volunteers Monday-Friday at the west side of 
our church. Our Soup Kitchen Team Captains have arranged for two people to pick up the meals 
and distribute. We will absolutely let you know when it is safe to return to serving inside. 

                       

OUR PRAYER LIST  ~ “WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD”  

Please lift up all families, friends and neighbors, all from the Church family who are not feeling well, 
healing, recovering, burdened, and grieving. 

Please remember all those, along with their families, dealing with long-term health issues: Isaac and 
Maria Myers, Alan Johnson (cancer), Jean Morgen (cancer), Selena Carroll, Maurine Badgett, Maia (friend 
of Gasaways), Liz Gale,  Edie Anderson, Bob Lance. 

Please remember our Active Military Personnel and their families, including those we know – 
Brian Hier (USAF), Fred Luck (USAF), Gary Barker (USAF), Aaron Weisz (USN), Robert Fisher 
(USA), Kenny Barker (ASF-Med), Nathan Wolanin (USA), Ethan Sinnet (Marines), Chandra Olson 
(Air Force), those in the National Guard. Please remember all who have served ~ our Veterans. 

 

Our Council Members: 
Spencer Morris – Moderator                                            scmorris82@gmail.com 
Julie Baker– Vice Moderator           energetics@vcn.com  
Barbara Fosmire -  Fellowship                                        mamabarb@centurylink.net 
Dorothy Brennan – Business Affairs                              307-674-4041 
Linda Morris – Treasurer                                                  ljmorris50@gmail.com 
Jean Harm – Clerk                                                             jharm@wyoming.com 
Elva Carroll – Financial Secretary & Worship                pig@fiberpipe.net 
Christine Johnson – Christian Service                           cmawj2014@gmail.com 
Elizabeth Wigren – Christian Education                         elizabethwigren@gmail.com 
Rev. Sheila Naismith – Minister                  sheilanaismith@yahoo.com 

Please contact the respective board  with your concerns, comments, and questions. 

mailto:scmorris82@gmail.com
mailto:energetics@vcn.com
mailto:mamabarb@centurylink.net
mailto:ljmorris50@gmail.com
mailto:jharm@wyoming.com
mailto:pig@fiberpipe.net
mailto:cmawj2014@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethwigren@gmail.com


Lunch Together from Raindrops to Sunscreen 

 
Our week to serve was June 8-11.  Again, this was done handing out the meals prepared by the HUB 
and Frackelton’s from our cars in the alley or from the Soup Kitchen door.  On Monday it was a 
privilege to have the help of Alicia Carrel and Mike Rice helping Debbie, during a rainstorm.  On 
Tuesday Debbie and Mike were joined by Kim Soltis and it was extremely windy.  Elva and Jean 
served on Wednesday and Pastor Sheila and Jayne served on Thursday in the heat.We served 92 
meals. It has been difficult to serve our patrons outside in all kinds of weather.  It is an honor to serve 
and they are very appreciative to receive the healthy meals.  

Our next week to serve is beginning August 3. We will keep in touch with details. 

            
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mike 
 

          Mike and Kim 

 

 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

    Thank you to Linda Morris for the beautiful flowers she planted in front of the Church. 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you Syd Walden and Chase, and Elizabeth for power washing and  staining the wood 
ramp. And to Chris Crockett for supplying the stain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Larry Huestis for mowing the lawn.  Thank you to Lyle Watts for finding a 
“sprinkler guy”.  All of our folks are working together to make a difference in the appearance 
of our church.  We are still here! 

We also thank all who voted online and by phone for our virtual annual meeting.  All issues 
passed including our boards and leadership council. 

*********************************************************************************************** 

YOUR BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2020-2021 

BUSINESS AFFAIRS –  Dorothy Brennan, Chair 
                                         Lyle Watts 
          Thelma Peterson 
           Don Crawford 
                                         Pat Luck (Liason Sacred Places) 
           Diane Boatright 

FELLOWSHIP -      Barbara Fosmire – Chair 
           Marilyn Card 
           Jody Bush 
           Victoria Sarokan 
           Elizabeth Wigren 
           Kathy Hosford 
           John Egan (Buffalo Liason) 

WORSHIP -        Elva Carroll, Chair 
           Linda Morris 
           Chris Crockett 
           Barbara Fosmire 
           Janice Myers 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – Elizabeth Wigren, Chair 
             Debbie Clemens 
             John Egan 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE -  Christine Johnson, Chair 
          Fran Ford 
          Larry and Kim Huestis 
          Meshelle Cooper   

Mary Schiffer           



 

Nobody Tells Stories Better than Southerners 

                                                by John Egan 

It’s in the red clay soil. 
On every bench in front of every country store. 

Maya Angelou. 
William Falukner. 
Harper Lee. 

Perhaps that is why the Southern myths have persisted so long. We 
are great story-tellers - and we shape them to our liking. 

Although I now live in Wyoming, I have a long Southern pedigree. 
One I can set against just about anybody else’s. We can trace our 
family back to 1600s North Carolina. Look on the map and find 
Whortonsville, NC on the coast. John Whorton Egan. (The “Egan” 
part is immigrant Irish.) 

My great-grandfather, Asa B. Hays, was a judge in Cullman, 
Alabama in the late 1800s. (Yes, there are 40-year generation gaps 
in my family. We reproduce slowly.) My grandfather, William W. Whorton, helped start the first 
hospital in Birmingham. My grandmother, Hattie Hays Whorton, was a prominent portrait artist in 
Alabama. 

Some of my cousins are way up there in the U.D.C. That’s “United Daughters of the Confederacy” for 
those unfamiliar. Based on Asa B. Hayes’ service in the Confederate Army. 

But when I was cleaning out my mother’s house in North Carolina - after she had developed 
Alzheimer’s and we had moved her to Kentucky - I discovered a box of Asa B’s Civil War medals and 
memorabilia. The caps and the badges were dark blue. One medal said, “G.A.R. - Birmingham 
Chapter”. G.A.R. ? Grand Army of the Republic?? That was the veterans group for Union soldiers. 

Then it dawned on me. All these years my family had talked about “Judge Hays”. But he would never 
have been a judge during Reconstruction if he had been Confederate. He had been a Union soldier. 
Whether he went AWOL or mustered out of his Alabama unit, he went up to Tennessee and joined 
the Union Army. 

He was from northern Alabama. And like many northern Alabamians, he hated the plantation 
aristocracy. Two of my great-great Curtis uncles were killed by Confederate troops. They were shot 
on their doorsteps for refusing to enlist in the Confederate Army. My silverware in the dining room 
hutch is more than a hundred years old. It is engraved with the letter “C”. 

So - trust me - I have my Southern chops, y’all.  And yet, 160 years after the end of the Civil War, we 
are still fighting it. Still recycling the same falsehoods. In 1960, we lived in Montgomery, Alabama. It’s 
motto then was “Cradle of the Confederacy”. And our family knew the Wallace family. But with one 
difference. My father was a Yankee. He and Al Steinaker had come down South after WWII. And had 
married Southern girls, of all things. But he was still a Yankee. And suspect in early 1960s Alabama. 

As part of the centennial celebration of the “Lost Cause”, men were expected to grow their beards. 
White men, that is. In an era when beards were associated only with beatniks. To show their historical 
connection to their forebearers. Of course, my father’s forebearers were starving in Ireland. And he 
had no intention of growing a beard. I was only four, but I remember a tense after-dinner 
conversation. My mother was worried he might lose his job. She begged him to grow a beard. And so 
my father made plans to leave the South. He managed to get a much better job in Puerto Rico. 
Finally, two years later, we sailed for San Juan. From the “Cradle of the Confederacy” to a multiracial, 
multicultural society. It was a godsend. 



Because I had already learned - “That 
Negroes were dirty.” It was only much 
later that I learned 
That most black neighborhoods lacked 
water and sewer service. “That slaves 
were happy on the plantation.” It was 
only much later that I learned that former 
slaves told white interviewers what they 
wanted to hear. After all, the Jim Crow 
South remained very dangerous for black 
people. 

“That communists were paying Jews to 
come down South and get the Negroes 
all riled up.” 
(I can still remember those exact words 
60 years later.) It was only much later that I learned about Ida B. Wells and W.E.B. Dubois.  

It is long, long overdue to discard the Southern myths. Make no mistake - the history of the South 
is a history based on centuries of brutal racial violence. A violence that continues to be reflected even 
today. 

There is only one way for the South to escape it. 
An honest reckoning. With all stories told. And heard. 
Not just the ones that white people have told themselves for so long. 
 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
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 YOUR NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2020-2021 
MINISTER: REV. DR. SHEILA NAISMITH 

 
 
 
 
 

MODERATOR SPENCER MORRIS 

 
 
VICE MODERATOR JULIE BAKER 
 
                                          TREASURER  LINDA MORRIS 
 
 
             

 
                                             CLERK JEAN HARM 

 
 
 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS DOROTHY BRENNAN 
     
 
                                        FELLOWSHIP  BARBARA FOSMIRE 
     
 
 

 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY  ELVA CARROLL 
             
  WORSHIP  ELVA CARROLL 
 
 
        
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  ELIZABETH WIGREN   

     
 
 
 
 CHRISTIAN SERVICE CHRISTINE JOHNSON 
     
 
 

VOLUNTEER SECRETARY – DEBBIE CLEMENS 


