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Help Them Grow

Dear Friends,
It would seem appropriate that this month’s Cross Talk article be dovoted to
Spencer and my trip to Chicago to meet with the other winning churches of the
National Fund for Sacred Places grant. We spent two, eight hour days in
training and learned a whole lot. The Sacred Places people received more
than two hundred and forty applications, and selected ten sacred places
across the nation to participate. We are the first to be selected from Wyoming.
Each of the congregations were allotted $2,000 towards expenses on the trip.
The following were selected: National City Christian Church, Washington, D.C;
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Syracuse, New York; Second Presbyterian Church of Chicago, Illinois;
St. Charles Avenue Baptist Church, New Orleans, Louisiana; Trinity Episcopal Church, Abbeville,
South Carolina; Honpa Hongwanji Budhist Temple, Honolulu, Hawaii; First Congregational Church of
Long Beach, California; St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Lovely
Lane United Methodist Church, Baltimore, Maryland; and First Congregational UCC Church,
Sheridan, Wyoming.
This is a photo of all who attended the training. Some of the
congregations sent more people, but coming from Sheridan,
our budget was already strained with just two of us. We were
provided a binder detailing just how we should proceed. The
training reinforced the way forward for all of us. One of the
most exciting things that happened was the announcement that
not only were they supportive of congregations who might not
make the whole match, they would also support each and
every congregation up to a matching grant of $250,000.
The place selected for our training, Fourth Presbyterian Church, was not only beautiful because of
their building, but beautiful for the outstanding mission programs. I include a photo of their sanctuary,
and a photo of all the homeless people they allow to sit or sleep in their sanctuary all day. They do
have security, but stated that the people usually monitor each other, as they appreciate the warmth
and comfort of the sanctuary.
Our “next steps” were clearly explained. Sacred Places
would like us to send them three items: 1) A Building
Assessment. We had one done in 2013, so hope to just
get that updated. 2) A Case Statement. We have most of
the work done on this through the process of preparing our
grant application. 3) A Feasibility Study. We will need to
interview about 20-30 people, with a mix of congregation
and community. Sacred Places will reimburse up to a full
$5,000 for this work. In gratitude for all the work done by our people, and for the National
Fund for Sacred Places. Pastor Sheila

December Birthdays
5 Spencer Morris
16 Debbie Clemens

8 Jessica Strampe
23 Riis Card

14 Shirley McDonald
28 Kailey Mortensen

Coming Soon:
December 8: Pastor Sheila Away
December 8: Second Sunday Fellowship after Worship to benefit our
Christmas Families. Hosted by Spencer Morris.
December 9: Council Meeting 6:00 PM
December 23-26: Lunch Together Service, no food served on Christmas Day
December 24: Christmas Eve Service 7:00 PM
December 27: Last Friday At First featuring Holli and Hayley, Nancy and Terry,
And Bluegrass by Paul Dickinson and Friends
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Please lift up all families, friends and neighbors, all from the Church family who are not feeling well,
healing, recovering, burdened, and grieving.
Condolences to: Family of Bob Staigmiller (Camp Advocate) from conference.
Cards to: Nancy Staigmiller, Highgate Senior Living #217, 3980 Parkhill Dr, Billings, MT 59102
Please remember all those, along with their families, dealing with long-term health issues:Marla Watts,
George and Joan Tellez, Maurine Badgett, Maia and family (friend of Gasaways), Liz Gale, Kevin Cannady
and family, Andy Heath, Kathie Klein, Terry and Karen Wall, Edie Anderson, Bob Lance.
Please remember our Active Military Personnel and their families, including those we know –
Brian Hier (USAF), Fred Luck (USAF), Gary Barker (USAF), Aaron Weisz (USN), Robert Fisher
(USA), Kenny Barker (ASF-Med), Nathan Wolanin (USA), Ethan Sinnet (Marines), Chandra Olson
(Air Force), those in the National Guard. Please remember all who have served ~ our Veterans.

Our Council Members:
Spencer Morris – Moderator
Barbara Fosmire – Vice Moderator, Fellowship Team
Dorothy Brennan – Business Affairs
Linda Morris – Treasurer
Jean Harm – Clerk
Elva Carroll – Worship Team
Bryce and Jessica Strampe - Christian Education
Christine Johnson – Christian Service Board

Family Day November 10:
We greeted 3 new members on Family Day. Elizabeth Wigren, Isaac and Maria Myers. Isaac and
Maria join us on Skype each week because of Isaac’s health.
Sunday School joined in the celebration with Ruby
Wigren leading the congregation in The Lord’s Prayer.
Ruby, Karly, Kaycee, and Jasper joined in leading the
song “I Am The Church”. We are very proud of our
Sunday School. Welcome new members!
Following Worship we enjoyed a meal provided by
David and Christine, John Egan,and Mary Schiffer, to
benefit “Christmas Families”.
Each Christmas, our church seeks to brighten the lives
of several families by providing much needed gifts via
gift cards to allow families to purchase what they would
like. Our kick-off luncheon event, sponsored by our
Christian Service Board put together a lovely meal and
folks contributed to the Christmas Family Fund as their hearts led them. There will be another
fundraising soup luncheon, sponsored by our Moderator, Spencer Morris, & Friends after church on
December 8. Please plan to come, even if you are not able to contribute, as your presence supports
the entire body of God’s church!

All Church Retreat
Twenty-five of our people gathered in Bighorn for an important retreat to discuss the business and
future of the church. Folks were invited to wrestle with some of the topics our church leadership
discuss on a regular basis. In other words, leadership knows that we are at our best when we work as
one body! Some topics explored were—how the church is organized, finance, our building, parsonage
or not, Sunday school, by-laws, and more. Thank you to all who came out and voiced their thoughts.
We will be processing comments over the next couple of month, prior to our Annual Meeting.

***************************************************************************************************
The Lunch Bunch
An informal lunch bunch has developed for after church fun and fellowship. Everybody pays for their
own lunch, and everybody is invited to come along! Sometimes we have four people, and sometimes
we have fourteen! We are currently moving around the entire Sheridan lunch scene, so there’s bound
to be a place you love as we complete the circuit. These photos were taken at The Cowboy Cafe a
couple weeks ago. A fun way to get to know new people, and interact with our community!

Our next week to serve LunchTogether is the week of Christmas.
We will not serve a meal on Christmas Day. As usual, Doris
Case will serve the meal on Friday. During this busy time we
will need to work together to get this important job
accomplished. If you can help with food or serving,
please contact the office or Pastor Sheila. An e-mail
will be sent out early so you have time to plan. As
always, thank you for your service!

**************************************************************************************************
Stroll Night 2019
For November our” Last Friday at First” landed on Stroll
Night. We opened up our church from 4:00 to 8:00 PM. It
happened to be on a FREEZING RAIN storm night with
interstates closed. Music was provided by Holli, Hayley,
Tayvah and Debbie, Jane Perkins, Barbara Campbell, and
Steve Baskin, and organ favorites by Gary Bowers. John
Egan was not able to attend because of the storm. Many
people provided food for a bake sale, jewelry, and other
booths. Even with the storm between 25 and 50 hearty folks
entered and enjoyed the atmosphere. We made over $1,200 for our accessability project.

