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A merged congregation of 

Highland Park United Church of Christ 

and First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, 

Miles City, Montana 

The Welcome! 
No matter who you are, or where you are 

on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

LOGEMANN JOINS UCC PULPIT SUPPLY 

                                      

                                          United Christian Church is pleased to welcome Sarah Logemann as    

                                          a regular among our Pulpit Supply people! In this capacity she will     

                                          be preaching at UCC on a monthly basis.   Sarah moved to Miles City         

                                          last summer with husband Garrett Mostowski, who is the pastor of  

                                          First Presbyterian Church.  Like Garrett, she is a graduate of  

                                          Princeton Theological Seminary.  Starting in July, Sarah will begin  

                                          duties as the part-time pastor at Miles City's United Methodist Church. 
 

                                          A native of the Denver area, an Ameri-Corps assignment took Sarah to 

Seattle, where she remained for eleven years, teaching and eventually working in youth ministry.  

She also pursued her life-long love of ballet, dancing for two years with the Pacific Northwest 

Ballet.  (Sarah mentioned she enjoys teaching ballet, especially adult beginner classes.) 

 

In addition to Miles City churches, Sarah has preached in pulpits  in Terry, Fallon and Forsyth.   

Farther afield, she travels periodically for her work with  Ministry Architects, a consulting group 

comprised of pastors, teachers, youth workers and others that assists churches of many 

denominations during times of transition and other challenges.  

 
 

 Sarah first visited eastern Montana as a 12 year old, spending time on the Hysham area ranch of 

family friends.  She remembers being struck by the beauty of the area and she is pleased to be 

back.  And Sarah, we are all happy you're here!  
 
 

MMIW EVENT WELL ATTENDED 

United Christian Church was a primary sponsor of a March 4th panel discussion  

on the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women crisis in Montana. The event, 

held at Miles Community College, featured a panel of community organizers, 

tribal officials, MMIW parents, advocates and others from several Montana tribes. 

Between 60 -70 area residents attended. 
 

In addition to UCC, other sponsors included AAUW and CNADA. A very big  

THANK YOU goes to Toni Gaglia for all her work on this event! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



“They’ll know we are Christians IF we love” - by Rev. Bob 
 

   Being a Christian person is a challenge.  Notice I used the word Christian not as a noun but as an 

adjective, and I did it intentionally.  There are many places in the Bible which remind us that wearing a 

label is never enough as a follower of Jesus Christ.  It’s not enough to simply say, “I am a Christian.”  

Our lifestyle choices and decisions must reflect what that means, or else it is just a label with no depth or 

purpose. 
 

   Almost everyone has heard the hymn “They’ll know we are Christians by our love,” and it’s clear the 

writer of those lyrics meant that our loving acts will demonstrate that we live up to the label of 

“Christian.”  But I quietly sing the words “They’ll know we are Christians IF we love,” to make it clear 

that we are declaring our responsibility to choose a loving and compassionate and forgiving and justice-

oriented life, not that we are bragging about how well we love. 

  There is strong Biblical evidence that our actions are more determinative of being Christian than simply 

our declarations that we are Christians. Here are a few verses to consider: 
2 

Matthew 25:  "I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was homeless and 

you gave me a room...Verse 40:  ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things to 

someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’  Verse 45:  ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: 

Whenever you failed to do one of these things to someone who was being overlooked or ignored, that was 

me—you failed to do it to me.’" 

James 2: 14-17 New Revised Standard Version (words from Jesus’ brother, James) 

14 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters,

[e]
 if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 

save you? 
15 

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 
16 

and one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 

that? 
17 

So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

Now read the rest of James 2 in whatever version you like.  You can find a couple dozen versions at 

www.biblegateway.com.  It will help you confirm for yourself that Christian as a noun is never good 

enough.  Instead we need to energize it by making it an adjective of our lives— Let’s not just declare we 

are Christians — Let’s live Christian lives!  

 

STOP THE DETENTION OF CHILDREN 

From the National Website of the United Church of Christ - ucc.org 
 

The children who come to our border are often fleeing violence and poverty and have endured a long and 

dangerous journey. They should be met with care and kindness. Once here, every measure should be 

made that they be placed with family and community sponsors. Instead, as of now, more than 2,500 

children are being held in a “child detention facility” in Homestead, Florida.  

Contact your members of Congress to let them know this is no way to treat anyone, especially the most 

vulnerable among us, children. We need to invest in ways to unite families and ensure the best continuum 

of care for children. Please urge your member of Congress to support the “Shut Down Prison Camps Act” 

and the “Families Not Facilities Act.”  These legislative measures make sure that the government can’t 

house children in substandard “emergency influx shelters” like Homestead. They also make sure that it’s 

easier to place children with sponsors by prohibiting the sharing of information with the Department of 

Homeland Security that could be used to detain and deport family members who come forward to sponsor 

children. 



LOOKING AT THE ONA (OPEN AND AFFIRMING) PROCESS 

EXPLORING OUR  CHURCH RELATIONSHIP WITH GAY, LESBIAN,  

TRANSGENDERED, BISEXUAL PERSONS  

 

   Last month, a half dozen folks participated in a webinar at United Christian Church provided by the 

Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ. The webinar focused on how a church 

proceeds as a congregation in exploring whether or not to become officially recognized as a congregation 

that welcomes persons of all sexual orientations. (Note: Although United Christian Church has a mantra 

proclaiming, "United Christian Church Welcomes All," we have never decided to go through the formal 

process required for adopting an Open and Affirming covenant.) The central theme of the webinar was on 

the importance of having a carefully planned conversation within our church, with no preconceived 

assumptions about outcome.  That is, doing the study and conversation does not imply, one way or 

another, that we are already committed to becoming an official ONA  congregation.  It declares, rather, 

that we believe it is important and essential to have a conversation and study.   

   The next steps include forming a core team and sending for an ONA Starter Kit.  We’ll then learn more 

about each other as a congregation through an assessment process, visit with all our members, both LBGT 

and straight,  long before we ask the question, “Should we officially declare ourselves an ONA 

congregation?”  Anyone wishing to join the team should contact Rev. Bob, Rev. Amber or Moderator 

Toni and we’ll begin the process! 

 

FUTURE OF CAMP MIMANAGISH 
 

As many of you are aware, Camp Mimanagish, the main site of the Conference's Outdoor Ministries 

program since the 1930's, has been struggling financially for some time.  Simply put, camp expenses have 

increased over the years while use has decreased.  In early April, the Conference Board of Directors sadly 

accepted  recommendations on the future of Mimanagish, which included, among others, the following 

points: 
 

     1) The 2020 Outdoor Ministry season for the Montana-Northern Wyoming Conference (MNWC) will 

take place in locations other than Camp Mimanagish. 
 

     2)  The MNWC will look at relinquishing the Forest Service Permit back to the Forest Service. The 

MNWC will seek to divest ourselves of the buildings and improvements at Camp Mimanagish.  
 

These recommendations were then put before interested persons via a series of three video conference 

hearings.  In addition, a separate video conference and an on-line survey were made available for current 

and former Mimanagish campers and counselors ranging in age from 7th grade to 25. A final decision on 

the future of the MNWC/Camp Mimanagish relationship will be made during a July 11th special meeting. 

More detailed information is available on the UCC MNWC website at www.mnwcucc.org. 

 

The camp season at Mimanagish is barely underway and according to the website, registrations remain 

open.  Take a look at the variety being offered this summer: Creative Arts, Grandparents and Me, PRIDE 

Camp, Fishing Camp, Youth Camps, Pay it Forward Camp and others. In addition, the 2019 Conference 

Annual Meeting will be held August 9-11 at Mimanagish. Perhaps it's time to go while you still can!  

   

 Place of Singing Waters 



PEOPLE WE KNOW 

 

Our thoughts were with the family of Kathleen Smith Harr, who passed away in April at the age of 95 

in Auburn, Washington.  It has been a few years, but some of us remember Kathleen's musical talents in 

her times as church accompanist.  
 

We are happy that Gert Fisher is doing well after her hospitalization at Holy Rosary Healthcare.  
 

Likewise, Cody Taylor is recovering very well from his knee replacement surgery. We're also thrilled to 

report that the melanoma on his back was successfully removed.  Daughter Trista York is also doing 

well after her rotator cuff surgery.   
 

Cindy Radue's son-in-law, Scott Johnson of Great Falls, suffered a heart attack earlier in the spring and 

has since had surgery to insert nine coronary stents.  Thankfully, Scott was able to celebrate his son's high 

school graduation out of the hospital with the family. 
 

We keep Gary and Diana Ochsner's daughter-in-law, Kim, in our prayers as she has had a recurrence of 

her non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Kim recently finished her last round of chemo and she will undergo a 

second round in six months.   Also, our sympathies go to the entire Ochsner family on the very recent 

death of Gary's brother, Jay, who passed away June 9th.     

 

Sharon Kearnes has been in our thoughts and our prayers a great deal of late.  

Not only has she been battling ovarian cancer, her oldest brother passed away  

last month in California.  But now we celebrate GREAT news with Sharon!  

At a recent check-up 90 days after completing chemotherapy, her oncologist  

said there was no evidence of disease!  Last week, Sharon had a successful  

ileostomy reversal and she is now recovering at home.  GO Sharon!!  
 

Please keep Connie Genger and her daughter, Cinda Paynter & family of Billings,  

in your prayers. Cinda is currently battling cancer for the third time. (The first time 

was at age 14, then five years ago she had breast cancer at which point she opted 

for a double mastectomy.)  Two months ago Cinda was diagnosed with  

metastatic (stage IV) breast cancer. She is currently undergoing a complex treatment  

regimen in Billings. Prior to this diagnosis, Cinda and her husband, Andrew, were 

already dealing with the news that their 8 year old son, Kellen, has Batten's 

disease, which is a rare, progressive and terminal condition  

 

 

Cinda's sister, Marci Brown of Billings, has set up a bank account to help with the family’s ongoing 

medical expenses. Anyone who'd like to make a donation can send it in care of Marci Brown at: 224 

Clark Ave, Billings, 59101.  (Message her on Facebook if you'd like additional info.) 
 

We extend our "Congratulations and Best Wishes" on their upcoming marriage to Chase Berg and his 

bride, Jennee.  They are being married June 29th in Billings. Chase also gains a daughter, Addison, 

through this union, while Cindy & Dale Berg will have a new granddaughter! 
 

The soon-to-be newlyweds                                                               

  have a challenge ahead  

  if they are to reach the 

  milestones recently set  

  by these two couples: 
 

On June 5th, the Jerrels were 

   married 70 years - WOW! 

On June 15th, the Thadens  

  were married 50 years! 

  Congratulations to all! 

 

”Encourage, lift 

and strengthen 

one another.  

For the positive 

energy spread 

to one will be 

felt by all of us.  

For we are 

connected, one 

and all." 

 

Deborah Day 

 
          Ray & Peg Jerrel 

 

         

                                                                          

 
          Bob & Marilyn Thaden 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING: 
 

TREASURES, TRINKETS & TRIFLES (But no Trash!) 

United Christian Church Rummage Sale 
 

June 22, 8-12:00 plus 1/2 price 12:00-1:00     

2721 E. Main (former Rural Fire Dept.) 
 

Benefiting the Custer County Food Bank 

        and other Mission endeavors 
 

We are accepting donations of items for the sale! 

(NO CLOTHES, PLEASE!) 
 

 

Drop-off times at the above location are: 

Tuesday, June 18:  4:00-6:00 pm 

Wednesday, June 19:  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Thursday, June 20:  3:00-6:00 pm 
 

Questions?  Call 234-8765 or 853-1651 
 

  

                                                   JULY = MEALS ON WHEELS 
    

                                          The first two weeks of July have long been UCC's turn for delivering Meals  

                                          on Wheels and this year is the same.  We are responsible for  covering the three 

                                          routes during July 1-12, including the 4th of July. The time required is usually  

                                          not much more than an hour each day, from approximately 10:45 am to around  

                                          noon. A sign-up sheet is at the church or contact Marilyn Thaden or Barb Cole 

                                          for more info. 
 

AUGUST = FARMERS MARKET 

Our annual Fair Trade/Baked Goods/Garden Produce Sale at the Miles City Farmers' Market will take 

place on August 17th.  More info will be forthcoming closer to that date!   

 

Also, we are tentatively planning another Refugee Awareness Dinner event similar to what we sponsored 

last year.  A date will be set pending the possible availability of a guest speaker. Stay tuned for more info! 

 
 

 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

                                         JUNE                                                                                      JULY 

  3  -  Dorothy Zabrocki                 10- Kim Feil                                      6 - Carol Schneidt        22 - Bart Freese 

                   5  -  Peg & Ray Jerrel                        15 - Marilyn & Bob Thaden         11 - Linda Parks             22 - Gary Ochsner 

  9 -  Amber Richardson                     24 - Reid Reinhart                          12 - Josh Thaden          24 - Lila Freese                    

10 - Diana & Gary Ochsner          26 -. Kim Feil & DeNice Curry                                      AUGUST 

                           28 - Remembering Leota J.                                                      25 - Toni Gaglia & Dixie Rieger 

10 - Kim Feil                      

 



 

CALENDAR 
 

June 20 - World Refugee Day 

June 22 - TREASURES, TRINKETS & TRIFLES  Rummage Sale, 8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

June 27 - UCC Book Club - The Book of Joy - 6:00 pm with hors d'oeuvre potluck  

July 1- July 12  - UCC delivers Meals on Wheels   

July 3 - Shakespeare in the Parks presents The Merry Wives of Windsor, 6:30 p.m. - Riverside Park 

July 4 - 4th of July Community Celebration, beginning with Parade at 10:00 a.m. 

July 6 - Share the Love Bookstore monthly Saturday hours, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

July 28 - Eastern Montana Relay for Life - starting 1:00 p.m. at MCC 

August 5 - Share the Love Bookstore monthly Saturday hours, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

August 17 - UCC booth at the Miles City Farmers' Market, 8:00 a.m. - noon 

 

 

                                     REMEMBER - Share the Love Bookstore is open on 

                                                                         Thursdays, 2:00-6:00 p.m. 

                                                     Proceeds currently benefit CNADA - Custer  Network 

                                                          Against Domestic Abuse & Sexual Assault 

                            
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

United Christian Church 

   1006 S. Strevell Avenue 

    Miles City, MT  59301 

         (406) 234-3467 

 

 

Ministry Team: 

  Rev. Amber Richardson, Deacon                                    

  Rev. Bob Thaden, Retired       

 

Sunday Service at 10:00 am 

Contemporary Issues Discussion Group – 9:00 am      

                                 

  Follow us on Facebook at UCC Miles City 

                        and at Share the Love Bookstore 
 

uccmilescity@midrivers.com  

                                                                                      

 

                  Mailing Label 

 

 



 


