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What is your Epiphany? 

 Last Sunday, those present at Worship got into a dis-

cussion about when to take down all the Christmas decorations, 

especially the decorated tree in the Church.   Different tradi-

tions were remembered, offered and discussed.  I pointed out 

that one year, my Mom (and me, the “helper”) left the tree up 

until nearly March!   We took it down just before Lent!  Finally, I 

offered up the Christian church tradition that suggested that the 

tree and other decorations be taken down after the Festival of 

Epiphany.  That seemed to be OK with everyone – especially 

those charged with “tree removal duty.”  Driving home, It 

dawned on me that no one asked: “why Epiphany and what is 

it?”  So now you are going to find out! 

 

 The Festival of Epiphany was probably made a part of 

the Christian calendar several hundred years after Jesus’ ministry 

probably around the time of Roman Emperor Constantine con-

verted to Christianity.  There were a lot of different religious 

group who weren’t Christian but who had their own religious 

holidays.   In order to attract some of these “non-believers” to 

Christianity, a whole series of festival days were put together so 

as to coincide with the other “pagan” rituals and celebrations.   

OK, so what does it mean for us? 

 

 We celebrate the Festival day usually a couple of Sun-

days  or weekdays after Christmas and we start off by remem-

bering , reading and hearing about the arrival of the three Wise-

man or Magi’s who honored Baby Jesus with their gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.  Because of their message and an an-

gel’s warning, they caused the Holy Family to leave for Egypt to 

avoid King Herod’s threats.  But for us, Epiphany is also a time 

to listen and learn about why Jesus was born and what it can 

mean for us and our faith.  The season is also about raising our 

own awareness of who Jesus was and what he has done/will do 

for and with our lives and our faith.  There is a lot more I could 

say about Epiphany and you can hear more about it at 11:00 AM 

on Sunday, January 12th. Meanwhile think how you might ask 

yourself this; “What is your Epiphany?”                       

Pastor Jim         

406.671.6289 (Jim)      406.671.6290 (Val) 

 

 

Remember: 

Jan    5   Family Affair Intergenerational fellowship; 10:00 am      

 Church Service 11:00   

  Communion: Jan McFarland 

Jan   12  Family Affair Intergenerational fellowship; 10:00 am  

  Church Service 11:00   

  Potluck Lunch, Annual Meeting and Planning Meeting 

Jan   19  Family Affair Intergenerational fellowship; 10:00 am  

  Church Service 11:00    

Jan   26  Family Affair Intergenerational fellowship; 10:00 am  

  Church Service 11:00   

 

Please Note:  The Annual Meeting and Planning Session for 

Molt Church will be held this Sunday, January 12. A potluck 

lunch will be served following the Church Service. The annual 

meeting will be held following the potluck. Please plan to at-

tend! We will be discussing our Church Profile, our plans for 

the future, our 100th Celebration as well as doing the business 

of the Church. 

Prayer List: Prayers for Jean McFarland as 

she gets the help she needs to be able to 

get around; for Pastor Jim and Val’s daugh-

ter, Dana; for Bill Downs; for Jerry and Eliz-

abeth as they move their membership to 

Billings. Prayers of gratitude for answered 

prayers. Continued Prayers: for all those we 

have held in prayer over the past few months,  prayers for our 

farmers as they do their winter work; prayers for all others 

who need extra support; for Molt Church as we prepare for 

the future; for The Montana Northern Wyoming Conference 

and for Camp Mimanagish during the divestiture process; and 

for Trudi, Dylan and Axel and the Committee for Outdoor 

Ministry as they work to design a new Outdoor Ministry pro-

gram for the Conference for 2020 and beyond; for our state 

and our nation; and all God’s children.    

(If you have prayer requests, Trudi to activate the Prayer Chain.) 



       YOU ARE INVITED! 

Family Affair Intergenerational Fellowship 

(aka Sunday School for all ages) 

Each Sunday  

at 

Molt Church 

10:00 am  
As our youth have grown and been confirmed, our Sunday School program is evolving into a time of inter-

generational fellowship and sharing beginning at 10:00 am each Sunday. This fall, we used the time to intro-

duce our theme, “The Walls Came Tumbling Down,” to build Lego frames for our Faith Family display, to 

do mission work by participating in the “Shoebox Christmas” project, to plan Church visits and contact, to 

create Advent wreaths for families, and to have Christian fellowship. We invite you to join in this special 

time of fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
The Advent and Christmas season is a special time of gathering and reconnecting with others. Thank you all 

who participated in our mission to reach out to those we do not get to see at services each week. We con-

nected with each other through creating family Advent wreaths and sharing the same Advent Devotions each 

day during the season leading up to Christmas. Each Sunday, we shared the lighting of the candle together at 

the Church Service. We created Christmas wreaths for those who are not with us at worship and members of 

the Church visited those member delivering a wreath and a gift of a flower-growing kit. The visits and the gifts 

were a memorable time of connection for all.  What a fun way to keep our Molt family of faith connected! 

Sunday Schedule 

10:00—Faith fellowship and programming in the basement 

10:30—Fellowship over coffee and treats  

11:00—Join in the sanctuary for worship 

Upcoming Programs 

Seasons of the Church Year 

What is the lectionary? 

Sharing of a Mission Trip 

Sharing of Trudi’s pilgrimage to Greece following the foot-

steps of Paul 

Sharing about Tai Chi 

Look at other religions, other denominations. . .  

We are open to suggestions and requests! 

The exact schedule with appear in the February newsletter. 

This week: Seasons of the Church Year 

During Confirmation, we study the seasons of the Church 

year. We display banners in our Church which change by 

seasons of the Church year, and we talk about the seasons 

during worship. What are the seasons of the Church cal-

endar? What do they represent? This will be a brief look at 

what is behind some of what we do in our faith activities. 



AGENDA – Molt Congregational Church Annual Meeting 

 January 12, 2020 

Opening Prayer 

Call to Order 

Annual Meeting Minutes for 2019 

Treasurer’s Report for 2019 

 Renew OCWM 2020 (Last Year - $650—part donated by a member) 

 Conference/Association Dues 2020 (Conference Request - $20.00 per member) 

Pastor Report  

Church Profile 

 Process 

 Designated Pastor vs. Interim Pastor 

 Where we go from here? (Need to set terms with Jim and work on a salary package with Jim) 

Business Meeting:  

 Sunday School and Youth Camp Fund Reports for 2019 

Committee Reports:  Conference Happenings/Changes 

     Camp Mimanagish Support  

Fundraising 2019 

Effortless Fundraiser 

  Fall Bazaar  

     Special worship with Movie 

     Cleaning 

     Birthday Cards 

     Church Cards to members during the year  

     Christmas Candy 

     Member Visits and contact 

     Building 

      Needed Repairs 

      Back entry needs 

       Waterproof door 

       Coat of heavy marine varnish 

     Other 

Old Business   Prayer Chain 

     Sunday Fellowship Refreshments 

     Other 

New Business 2020 100th Celebration 

  How to use celebration to grow contact with community? 

  Date options 

  Activities 

  Promotion 

Election of Officers for 2020  

Other 

Adjourn to Planning Meeting 


