
General Synod Write-Up

Committee 8: 

During the 2017 General Synod in Baltimore, the Faithful and Welcoming Churches 
presented in the exhibit hall in such a way that was harmful to the LGBT community. The 
resolution sought to denounce their actions and prevent future abuses within the Exhibit Hall at 
General Synod. 

“The FWC uses United Church of Christ exhibit space at General Synod and 
denominational events to help connect like-minded congregations and members who 
oppose civil rights and full ecclesiastical inclusion for LGBT members; The presence 
of FWC activity and displays are demeaning of and emotionally and spiritually 
hurtful to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and gender-queer United  Church of 
Christ members, visitors and delegates, and undermines the extravagant welcome 
stated by the United Church of Christ as its core value” Lines 193-200

In committee, this resolution began as contentious. There was an inherent struggle within 
the committee to allow for the local autonomy and authority of the local church, and how that is 
respected at the national setting. Many people spoke to the hateful rhetoric of the Faithful and 
Welcoming Churches and how their language hurt so many within the LGBT community. However, 
others were present from the Open and Affirming Coalition that spoke out in opposition to this 
resolution. The Open and Affirming Coalition is the group tasked with establishing and maintaining 
local, regional, and national covenants regarding the full inclusion and support of the LGBT 
community in the life of the church. The board of directors for the O&A Coalition were opposed to 
the resolution because it infringed on the autonomy and authority of the local church, the same rite 
and privilege that allowed churches to become Open and Affirming in the first place.

After some time and many edits and changes the resolution was adapted to honor the core 
commitment of the resolution to provide guidance to who should be granted space in the exhibit 
hall. However, many were left unsatisfied with these amendments because of the way in which 
Faithful and Welcoming Churches were no longer named specifically for their prior actions. 

When the resolution came to the synod floor late Monday night, the General Synod was 
tired. Like it was in the committee, people were divided some heavily for the resolution, some very 
much opposed and many who did not believe the resolution when far enough. As the night was 
coming to a close the plenary session would end without a vote on the resolution, so conversation 
would continue in the morning. After many late-night conversations throughout the various 
delegations, we began discussion early Tuesday morning. However, before much could be spoken 
either for or against the resolution, the motion was tabled. Knowing that with the resolution 
tabled, no further discussion would happen, the moderator charged the board of directors to 
continue this conversation, to listen to the wider church surrounding this issue and propose a new 
resolution at the next general synod on ethical guidelines for the exhibit hall. 

Underneath it all, I, Nicholas Knoblauch, believe that this resolution uncovered a deeper 
concern within the United Church of Christ on how it relates to itself going forward. While we have 
made great strides denominationally on becoming open and affirming to the LGBT+ community, 



there is much that is unresolved. There is deep pain and doubt that the United Church of Christ at 
large is truly open and affirming. In particular, beyond the language and theological dissertations that 
are presented in meetings such as this, is a fear that so many of the LGBT+ that the safe places and 
sanctuaries they enter are not actually safe, physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 

-Submitted by Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch 

Committee 11: Basic Unit of the UCC for the 21st Century 

As the church looks forward, a resolution was proposed to begin the formal process of 
discerning and creating a new manual on the local church. The resolution was brought forward to 
call a special group to create such a document and recommend to a future general synod a process 
by which a local church is defined and, ultimately held accountable.  Through oversight and 
provisions for releasing local congregations from their covenants with Associations and 
Conferences. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Thirty-Second General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ calls on the United Church of Christ Board to convene a 
working group representative of the whole of the United Church of Christ to:

 1. lead the United Church of Christ in a process of discernment regarding Article V 
of the Constitution of the United Church of Christ; and

 2. recommend revisions to Article V in accordance with the working group’s 
discernment  and conclusions including, but not limited to, equal clarity about 
Local Church covenant and autonomy, parameters for local church 
accountability and the oversight of local churches, a provision for releasing 
congregations from the United Church of Christ, and amendments to Articles III 
and VIII and other sections of the Constitution of the United Church of Christ so 
that the whole of the document is consistent; and

 3. produce a Manual on the Local Church, akin to the Manual on Ministry, for 
use by all settings of the Church to fully live into their covenantal responsibilities and 
privileges under the Constitution of the United Church of Christ; this Manual will 
speak to items including, but not limited to, a Congregational Code, Marks of 
Faithful and Vital Congregations, and processes and resources for birthing, 
admitting, strengthening,  revitalizing, and releasing congregations; and

 4. report its progress along with its recommendations for revising Article V of the 
Constitution to the next General Synod.

This resolution, “Discerning, Articulating, and Resourcing the Nature, Purpose, Composition, 
Covenantal Autonomy and Definition of ‘the basic unit of life and organization of the United 
Church of Christ’ for the Twenty-first Century” Was approved by the general synod. 

While the provision to release local congregations from their covenants seems akin to the 
power of excommunication, it should be noted that this resolutions focus is a call to draft a manual 



on church. The working group that is currently being created, will be tasked with discerning how 
and if that is a reality that we should implement as a wider church and does not necessarily mean 
that will be the final outcome. 

-Submitted by Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch 

Committee 13: Oversight of the Local Church and its Covenantal Relationship with the 
Association in Which it Holds Standing as a Local Church of the United Church of Christ.

This resolution sought specifically to task the Board of Directors with creating guidelines for 
associations and conferences to release local churches from the United Church of Christ. See lines 
101-111 of the resolution below. 

WHEREAS Article V of the Constitution of the United Church of Christ defines 
how Associations receive churches into membership in the United Church of Christ, 
yet provides no guidance as to how a local church may be released from 
membership; and WHEREAS the United Church of Christ Manual on Ministry 
names specific responsibilities of  the Local Church to the Association and the 
Conference; THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the United Church of Christ 
Board provide guidance,  which may include revisions to the Constitution of the 
United Church of Christ, for Associations  and Conferences on how to release 
Local Churches from membership in the United Church of Christ.

When this resolution came to the Synod floor many were concerned with the power this 
would grant the associations and conferences. With the power to release a local church from the 
UCC, the local autonomy and authority could be undermined in the processes. Some supported the 
conversation surrounding how do we release congregations who are United Church of Christ only in 
name. Others wondered about how we hold congregations accountable when we need their 
participation to conduct wider church business. Ultimately the generally Synod voted to table 
the resolution, effectivity ending conversations or any future action until it is brought back to 
general synod at a future time. 

-Submitted by Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch 

Committee 14: JESUS SAID, “FOLLOW ME.”

The resolution, “Jesus said, ‘Follow Me”’ came to the floor from committee 14 with a 
recommendation to the General Synod to approve the resolution, which calls upon local 
congregations to “engage in reflection and conversation on what it means to follow Jesus in the 
diversity of our practices, with the intent of learning from one another and encouraging one 
another in faithful witness and extravagant welcome;”

More specifically, the resolution calls upon all local churches to begin having conversations 
with one another about their best practices. The resolutions seek to encourage dialogue and a 
sharing of actionable practices for other local churches to engage in. The resolution was written in 
response to the general practice of the General Synod where we make declarations but have no 



follow through. In short, the resolution the resolution calls upon the church to “walk the walk”, and 
not just “talk the talk”. With a recommendation from the committee and no spoken objections to 
this resolution, the vote was called, and the general synod passed the resolution. It is now up to 
the local churches, associations, and conferences to begin hosting these conversations reporting out 
the best shared practices of living out our faith. 

-Submitted by Rev. Nicholas Knoblauch 


