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CROSS TALK 
I would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year! As we enter the season of 

Epiphany, we are invited to take a closer look 
both within ourselves and all around. Traditionally, 
Epiphany celebrates the wise men and their own 
“epiphany” or striking realization that something 
wonderous was happening. Scientists have found 
that the star they saw in the sky, the bright star 
that led them to Bethlehem, was probably not a 
nova, or even Halley’s Comet, but more likely an 
extremely rare convergence of Jupiter and Venus. 

John Mosley, an astronomer at the Griffith Observatory comments that, “The two 
planets had merged into one single gleaming object, one giant star in the sky, in the 
direction of Jerusalem, as seen from Persia.” Wonderous, indeed, how science and 
scripture go hand in hand to affirm our belief in God! 
As we move forward into 2020, we should take pause and count our many blessings. 
The National Fund for Sacred Places has blessed us with a gift of matching any money 
we raise dollar for dollar up to $250,000. We have received an incredibly generous gift 
from the Zullig Foundation of $10,000, and when matched by Sacred Places, totals 

$20,000. Pictured is Carol Zuercher, part of the Zullig 
family, presenting the 
check. 
 
Habitat for Humanity has 
asked area churches if we 
would like to be involved in a 
build. An informational 

meeting will be held at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
(across the street from us), on January 14, 2020 from 
2pm-3pm.  
 
I hope you will join me for lunch and dessert immediately following church on Sunday, 
January 12 downstairs in Fellowship Hall, catered by Victoria Sarokan. I appreciate 
each and every one of you and would love to see you there! Whether you have come 
to church for years, or it’s your first time, please know that you are very welcome!  
May God’s Peace Be With You, Pastor Sheila 

THE TOWER 
 



 

January Birthdays 
 

3 Barbara Fosmire        9 Fran Ford                  22 Gene Gligorea (NM) 
         24 Kim Huestis               24 Sally Gligorea          25 Tom                                                                                                                                                   

 
Coming Soon: 

January 5:      Ecumenical Christmas “Lessons and Carols” 5:00 PM at 
                    Sheridan High School. Some of our people are participating. 
  January 12:    Pastor Sheila hosting a Thank You Luncheon after Worship 
  January 20:    Council Meeting 6:00 PM 
  January 23:    Bible Study 6:00 PM . In the parlor. Led by Pat Luck 
  January 31:    Last Friday at First 5:30 to 6:30 PM                  
   

OUR PRAYER LIST ~ “WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD” 

Please lift up all families, friends and neighbors, all from the Church family who are not feeling well, 
healing, recovering, burdened, and grieving.  

Please remember all those, along with their families, dealing with long-term health issues: Marla Watts, 
George and Joan Tellez, Maurine Badgett, Maia and family (friend of Gasaways), Liz Gale,  Edie Anderson, 
Bob Lance. 

Please remember our Active Military Personnel and their families, including those we know – 
Brian Hier (USAF), Fred Luck (USAF), Gary Barker (USAF), Aaron Weisz (USN), Robert Fisher 
(USA), Kenny Barker (ASF-Med), Nathan Wolanin (USA), Ethan Sinnet (Marines), Chandra Olson 
(Air Force), those in the National Guard. Please remember all who have served ~ our Veterans. 
 

Our Council Members: 
Spencer Morris – Moderator 

Barbara Fosmire – Vice Moderator, Fellowship Team 

Dorothy Brennan – Business Affairs 

Linda Morris – Treasurer 

Jean Harm – Clerk 

Elva Carroll – Worship Team 

Bryce and Jessica Strampe -  Christian Education 

Christine Johnson – Christian Service Board 

 

 

We received from Project Schoolhouse: 

“We appreciate the church’s ongoing support and thank you very much for your donation 

of $123.00 to Project Schoolhouse.  We greatly appreciate your support of our work on 

behalf of rural communities in Nicaragua. Because of our wonderful donors, we are able 

to continue helping remote communities build schools, water systems and latrines as 

they invest in their own futures.  Your funds will go into action next year as we complete 

a new water system for 50 families in the community of Manceras Central. Thank you 

again for supporting our work.” 

 



 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
We enjoyed a beautiful candlelight service on Christmas Eve.  Our sanctuary 
was filled with the beauty of the season.  We were grateful to hear Pastor Sheila 
deliver the message of Jesus’ birth.  Chris Crockett, Elizabeth Wigren, and Ruby 
Walden read scriptures and lit the Advent Candle.  Shirley McDonald delighted 
the crowd beautifully singing acappela “O Holy Night” and “Mary Did You 
Know?” .  Talented Gary Bowers played  Christmas 
Carols on both the Hutchings Organ and grand 
piano. Happy Birthday Jesus! 
  

  



 

John Egan will present a program on the 75th Anniversary of the Liberation of 
Auschwitz January 27, at 6:30 
PM at the Bomber Mountain 
Civic Center in Buffalo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        On Christmas Eve we collect funds for “Veterans of the 
Cross”.  Here are a few of the recipients that have been 
brought to my attention of people in our Conference: 
          A woman explained that when she was 14, her 
minister father died suddenly.  The family was presented 
with a Christmas check of $500.00 each year until she 
turned 21. 
         A minister developed cancer and had his leg 
amputated.  He was given resources for a prosthetic leg.  
          A retired minister lost his hearing and was given a 
hearing aid. 

 
Your gifts go a long way in support of ministers and their families.  Thank you 
for making this annual offering a focus of your stewardship. 



 

Last Friday at First Concert December, 2019 
We had one of the best concerts ever! 
Terry Garrison played easy listening 
hits. Our youngest performer, Hayley 
Curtis charmed the audience singing 
four of her favorite songs, 
accompanying herself on ukele, which 
she taught herself to play. The 
“Tongue River Trio”, Paul Dickinson, 
Bill Bradshaw, and Steve Stresky 
rocked with some blue grass favorites.   
The concert was attended by 50    
people.  A good time was had by all! 
 
 

 
************************************************************************************************** 
We served Lunch Together December 23-26. 
While our numbers were low, we served 
excellent meals with the help of many 
volunteers.  No meal was served on Christmas 
Day. We cooked chili, turkey dinner, and beef 
stew.  Picture at right is of Tuesday, with 
Spencer and Linda prepared turkey dinner(not 
shown) and Jean Harm working with the Dems 
and some of our folks to serve.  Our next 
service will be February 17-20.   
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


