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WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?"

THE CREED

(This article is part of a series on the worship liturgy to help us understand and appreciate
what we do and why.)

I was impressed with one of our Sunday School classes who were learning the creed. They
were really putting themselves into it. It reminded me of a young man I met several years
ago who had been a prisoner of war.

Imagine what it must have been like for an 18-year-old pilot whose plane was shot down
over Viet Nam and who finds himself imprisoned in a bamboo cage not large enough to stand
or stretch out in. This young man described to me the harassment and torture he went
through for three years in a place where speaking without permission meant severe
punishment. In this pit of despair, he went through a time of questioning his sanity, his faith,
his very being. During their imprisonment no reading material was permitted, especially
religious. However, he and other prisoners in near-by cages soon learned to communicate
by tapping on their cages, using morse code. They began sharing the hymns and Bible
verses they remembered from Sunday School. By the time they were released they had
accumulated a large number of hymns, most of the Gospel of John, snatches of Old and New
Testament books and all of the things they had to memorize in confirmation. These became
their life blood and their sanity.

The Creed was especially helpful to this young man because it summed up for him what
he thought and believed when his captors were trying to beat his faith out of him. It was the
one thing he could cling to that they could not take away from him for it reminded him of who
he was: "/ am God's child and no matter what they do to my body, they cannot touch
my soul for that belongs to the one who died to take me HOME!"

As the Sunday School class recites the words of the Creed (and as the congregation does
every Sunday) the words may seem like only words, but as the power of those words become
real we can appreciate why they are a part of worship. Christians of all ages have waited to
be thrown to the lions, burned at the stake, beaten with bamboo until they were bloody, face
family trials, and impossible decisions. When the waves on the sea seem the most over
powering, may the words of the Creed become our anchor of hope.
Pastor Sydow



OFFICE HOURS

Pastor Larry is in the Union Congregational Church Office Tuesday and Thursday mornings,
9 to noon. Or is available by cell phone 575-420-8680 on other days. He reserves Mondays
for a day off. Emergencies: call any day.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Following worship, a brief special congregational meeting will be held:

1. Approve of our new mission statement: In Jesus' name, worship God,
study Scripture, joyfully help those in need.

2. Approve of the renewal of our agreement with St. Luke's Lutheran to share a
pastor.

3. Accept nominations for members of a joint Call Committee to review profiles
for a joint called minister.

November Worship Schedule:

November 3, 2019 - All Saints Day
Sermon: "All Saints Welcomed"

First Scripture Reading: Daniel 7:1-3,15-18
Reading of the Psalm: Psalm 146
Second Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:11-23
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:20-31

November 10, 2019 - Christ the King Sunday
First Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Reading of the Psalm: Psalm 46
Second Scripture Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
Gospel Reading: Luke 23:33-43

November 17, 2019 - 1st Sunday of Advent
First Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Reading of the Psalm: Psalm 122
Second Scripture Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36-44

November 24, 2019 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
First Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 26:1-6
Reading of the Psalm: Psalm 122:1-9
Second Scripture Reading: 1st Thessalonians 2:8-13
Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:1-13

Getting Ready: A church clean-up day was organized by Ken Ott and Barb Millett on
Saturday, October 12, in preparation for the church's 135th Anniversary celebration on
October 13. The frosty morning came alive with a lawn mower, leaf vacuum, weed wacker,
rakes, hedge trimmer and numerous pairs of willing hands. By noon the church buildings
and grounds were neat, clean and "ship shape" for the celebration. Thanks to Ken and Barb
and to the willing volunteers.
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Celebrating the 135th Anniversary
Of Union Congregational Church

135 Years ofMission & Service

THE MISSION OF THIS CHURCH

InJesus' name,
Worship God,
Study Scripture,

Joyfully Help those in need
## *T^ 'T- ^^ ^^

October 7, 2019

Union Congregational Church
122 East Bennett

Buffalo, WY 82834
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Dear Union Congregational Church,

Thank you for your recent correspondence with my office. I appreciate hearing
from you about the 135th anniversary of your Church.

The Union Congregational Church has accumulated wonderful memories and
has seen many changes in the last 135 years. It is long standing organizations like
this that form the foundation of tradition and are a part of your community's legacy.

Again, thank you for contacting my office. I send my congratulations on the
special occasion of your 135thanniversary.

Sincerely,
Mark Gordon

Governor



Trayer by 'Reverend'Bob MiCCerfor i35l(l Anniversary:
O God, who inspires us and moves each present moment into history, your spirit has

been strong in this place for 135 years. Draw our full attention to the presence of your spirit
in this moment. We celebrate the vision and faith of those pioneers who first established a
place for the sacred in this toddlerof a city in the shadow of the Bighorns. Buffalo, known as
"the peaceful community, was made famous by a war among its citizens in 1891. People of
faith, guided by your spirit, helped to restore reason, respect and responsibility. Hold us to
those standards and grant us the wisdom to make peace in every setting.
A church that first met in the saloon quickly found a home on top of the hill where your spirit
could pour down on all people, the good and the bad and the indifferent as well as those who
were simply different. Remove ourjudgment and prejudice so that we can see what is sacred
in all people and things.

We confess our anxiety over shrinking numbers and limited budget. Remind us that
all creation cycles through occasions of ease and difficulty as you move us, assuredly, from
strength to strength. Inspire us now with optimism and hope as we celebrate the past and
seek the future. Hold us to the high standards of compassion and acceptance set by Jesus
Christ and so often abused or neglected by the church in favor of security and approval.
Assure us that our mission to unite Christians in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ and to
provide opportunities for worship of God, for the study of scripture and service to our
community are the principles that alone can give life to Union Congregational, United Church
of Christ for many years to come.

Instillthe current leaders of this congregation with a vision ofpossibility, with an instinct
to choose righteousness and the courage to profess all that is sacred and holy.

Increase our awareness of the constant and powerful presence of your spirit in every
time and place and help us so align our own spirit to your will that we may recognize your
kingdom of heaven as it is right here on earth right now. Continue to b/ess this house of
worship and the people who come here to seek your spirit.

Moderator's "Report -
November 2019
October 13 found Union Congregational Church

celebrating its 135th Anniversary, joined by a
multitude of members and friends for Worship
Service, a carry-in lunch and a community musical

^mi program. Did our Founders envision such a
mission-filled future for the church they had just
brought into being on that day in 1884? Or were
they concentrating on creating a beacon of faith
and hope in those days clouded with hatred and

fear as the Johnson County Cattle War began to bubble and foam in the dark background?
In any case, Union Congregational was built on a foundation of solid rock of faith, and it has
been guided through triumphs and troubles, to find itself standing strong in 2019, still
Worshiping God, Studying Scripture and Joyfully Helping Those in Need.

We want to thank the folks who helped with the celebration on October 13:
• Pastor Larry for guiding us to revisit our history and conducting the outstanding and

meaningful Worship Service
• Our Partners, St. Luke's Lutheran Church, for joining us in this joyful celebration
• Reverend Bob Miller and Reverend Marc Stewart for participating in the liturgy and

prayers



• Montana-Northern Wyoming Conference for the Commemorative Certificate
presented by Reverend Stewart during the Worship Service

• Diana Miller, Becky Yarlott and St. Luke's Choir for the Special Music for the Worship
Service

• Kathy Reimann and Women's Fellowship for organizing the carry-in lunch....and
thanks also to St. Luke's Women's Group and friends in the community who helped
provide the food.

• St. Luke's Bell Choir for an outstanding presentation of musical selections
• Pastor Larry and Reverend Bob Miller for their musical presentaions
• And a special Thank You to Reverend Bob Miller for his gift to Union Congregational

of a Bible given to a confirmand by Reverend Samuel Weyler in 1892. Reverend
Weylerwas the first ministerto stay at Union Congregationalformore thansix months.
He served during the Johnson County Cattle Warand is celebrated as a notable and
outstanding minister contributing to our history. Reverend Bob had the Bible encased
in a glass display case to preserve it as part of our legacy.

A sincere Thank You to all who joined in this special celebration.

Wishing everyone a warm and thankful month of November.

Ron McPhee, Moderator

"Eventsfor November:
'Remember the Mens 'Breakfast, first IVedhesday, November 6,
at 8 a.m. at St Luke's Lutheran Church

(Ma
'Birthdays in November:
29st Sue Sydow

Pastor Larry's office hours are 9 to noon Tuesday & Thursday mornings at Union
Congregational and 9 to noon Wednesday &Friday mornings at St. Luke's Lutheran

*- Special Congregational Meeting following Worship Service, November 3
*- Men's Breakfast, Wednesday, November 6, at 8 a.m. at St. Luke's Lutheran
•s- Women's Fellowship, November 6, 12:30 p.m.
*- Soup and Pie Luncheon at St. Luke's Lutheran Church, Saturday, November 2, 11 a.m.

to 1 p.m.
* Bible Study on Acts,; Thursday mornings, 10 a.m. at Union; 7 p.m. at St. Luke's
*- TOPS meets every Thursday at 8 a.m
*- The Steel Drums practice in the Griggs Room on Tuesday evenings.
« Council Meeting, Tuesday, November 12, at 4 p.m.
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September 10, 2019 Church Council Minutes
Present were Council Members: Pastor Larry Sydow, Ron McPhee. Judy
Firnekas, Dick Reimann, Larry Gerard, Don Scantling, Deane Bjerke and
Church Secretary, Kathleen McPhee. Pastor Larry opened the meeting
with prayer. The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.

A transfer of $10,000 from the Laing-Weil Investment Account to the
General Checking Account has been made to cover operating expenses, capital
improvement and maintenance expenses.

In August, Pastor Larry made ten pastoral visits; attended two meetings; conducted one
worship service at Amie Holt Care Center and two Bible study sessions. He prepared for
and organized the Cluster group meetings held after Worship Service on September 8.

Buildings & Grounds: Replacement of the storm door to the church office is to be done in
2019. The proposed bathroom remodel project will be in 2020 ifapproved. Itwas suggested
that this remodel project and other proposed projects should be discussed at the next annual
meeting to get a sense of priorities for building improvements.

Mission Committee Neighbors in Need is the current United Church of Christ mission. A
collection for this mission will be taken during worship service on October 6.

Worship Commttee: The committee has discussed changes to the order of Worship Service.

Transition Team: The cluster meetings on September 8 yielded good comments. Notes
taken at the cluster meetings were distributed to Council members. The groups were
unanimous in wanting to continue the partnership with St. Luke's Lutheran Church.

Old Business: 135th Anniversary. Plans for our church's 135th Anniversary celebration on
October 13 are proceeding. The day will begin with Worship Service at 11 a.m. St. Luke's
Lutheran Church will join us for the Worship Service. A carry-in meal will follow at 12 noon.
A musical program will start at 1 p.m. with members of several churches participating. A
flyer invitation will be mailed to past and present members and friends of our church.

New Business. Council approved a motion to continue the partnership with St. Luke's
Lutheran Church [pending approval by the congregation]. Council also discussed updates
to the parsonage, particularly a new furnace system and air conditioning.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer.

Please send committee reports and articles to be published in TheSpirit
News" \ to ucucc@vcn.com or to mcphee@vcn.com by the 24th ofeach month to

allow us to get our newsletter out by the Ist ofeach month. Thanks!5»T^

Mission Committee: operation Christmas child

Operation Christmas Child, sponsored by Samaritan's Purse, partners with churches
worldwide to reach boys and girls with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. After receiving shoe box
gifts, many children are discipled through a Bible study course, The Greatest Journey, where






