
Back in the days BC (Before Church) I was an independent contractor leaning trainings for
adult education and strategic planning.  When I had signed contracts in hand and money in
the bank, I felt great. I felt like I had control over my life, affirmation of my skills, and a sense
of well-being. When the phone wasn't ringing with offers for work, I felt powerless and
fearful. Money, its presence or its absence, became my sense of self-worth and security. It
was my idol and I worshipped it with my worry--which is usually a practice of praying for
what you don't want.

In and of itself, money carries no moral weight. When we have it and use it as means to
ends that create joy, justice and creativity, that's terrific. When our practices of spending or
saving create damage, we're responsible. When money takes over as our central focus,
that's a problem.

Over the next month, we're taking a look at our relationships with money through the lens of
scripture. This is easy to do because there's a whole lot of scripture that talks about money.
We look forward to seeing you this Sunday!
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Upcoming Events
Money and Meaning—Pastor Jennifer will lead a discussion of the
book Integrating Money and Meaning:  Practices for a Heart-Centered Life by
Maggie Kulyk. The book encourages an honest look at how money influences
our lives and discusses how to create a new relationship with money and our
hearts. This discussion group will meet after worship on February 9, 16, 23,
and March 1. Please register in the Narthex.
 

Dave Hetzler invites you to celebrate his 91st Birthday with Cake and Coffee
after worship in the Narthex.
 
Sound, Soup and Sanctuary—Wednesday, February 12 at 12:10 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.  Katherine Skinner and the Backyard Recorder Consort will play a
short concert followed by a soup and bread lunch in the Fireside Room. 
There's a signup sheet in the narthex if you can provide a pot of soup.
 
Confluence Collective will not meet Sunday, February 2.
 
Dinner Dance—Friday May 1, 6:00 p.m.  Save the date to attend our annual
party and fundraiser, and start thinking about your basket for the auction.

Usher Update 2—Sunday February 23, 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   We invite
current ushers and interested new ushers to an Usher/Greeter Workshop to
share updates about our Ready, Set, Grow campaign and to coordinate ushers'
efforts with the Ready Set Grow welcome initiatives. Facilitated by Laura
Folkwein and Terri Herron. RSVP or share questions or concerns



with Laura@uccofmissoula.org.

Green Team Meeting—Sunday, February 2 after worship in the church offices.

Faith and Development Team Meeting—Sunday February 2 after worship in
the Sunday School Room.

Cancel Montana Medical
Debt

RIP Medical Debt—Last week’s appeal to cancel medical debt brought in over
$1500, so we have collected $6000 to cancel medical debt in western
Montana.  We are asking other churches to join the campaign with the goal of
raising as much as we can by Ash Wednesday to cancel medical debt in all of
Montana.  To make a contribution, write a check to UCC Missoula with RIP
Medical Debt in the memo line.

To give online, go to our online giving page below, and select the External
Contributions Fund, as shown:

https://uccmissoula.breezechms.com/give/online

Please forward this message to anyone who might be interested in contributing
to the fund.

Sunday School News
Thank you to Chris Sand for helping with Sunday School last weekend, and

thanks to Karin, Grace and the youth group for inviting 4th and 5th graders to
spend the morning with them!
 
February 2 
PreK – Jonah and the Whale stories, crafts and activities
K-3 – How to be a Superhero: Super Speed! Good Samaritan and Minute to
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Win it

4th/5th graders – Bible Black Belt!
Click here to volunteer: https://signup.com/go/sMGqJZn
 
February 23

Attention 4th and 5th grade parents!!   4th/5th graders are invited to attend an
Empower Pack Build at the Food Bank on Sunday, February 23 from 9:00-
11:00 with Grace, Karin and the Youth Group.  Please drop off your child at
8:50 am, and we will transport them back to UCC by 11:15.
 

Volunteer to Help with Family
Promise

We will host Family Promise guests February 2 through 9, and we are still in
need of several evening and overnight hosts.  If you are looking for a way to
personally make a difference in someone's life, volunteering is a wonderful
opportunity to do so.  Please follow the link below to sign up.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0548a4ae23a31-family2

Creation Justice
Petition to Stop the Keystone XL Pipeline
A section of the proposed Keystone XL Pipeline is routed through eastern
Montana, where it would threaten native water and lands in addition to
contributing to Climate Change. The Green Team asks you to take a moment to
add your name to Montanans who oppose the pipeline.  The names will be
presented to Governor Steve Bullock and the Montana Delegation, all who
support construction of the pipeline through Montana.  Add your name to the list
here https://livableclimate.org/keystone-xl
 

Seeking Sustainability Lecture Series
This 50th anniversary year of Earth Day reminds us that transitioning to a
Sustainable Society is the challenge of our age. Addressing climate change,
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mass extinctions, and growing violence
require that we understand the meanings
of sustainability (as informed by all the
disciplines) and that we ACT on this
knowledge.

This lecture series examines the meanings
of sustainability and demonstrates how
UM and our local community are working
together to move towards a more
sustainable, just and peaceful society.

Panels include UM workers, local government, nonprofits and businesses who
will describe their sustainability efforts and their needs for workers and
volunteers. A variety of field trips & tours are also offered.

Students will do a sustainability action project as part of the class.

Meets Thursday evenings 7-8:30 pm in Gallagher 122.

The lecture series is open & free to the public, and students can take it for
college credit.

The lecture schedule is online here :

https://www.umt.edu/events/#event|seeking-sustainability-lecture-series|14941

Note that the format of the series will be:

   7 – 8 ish pm – panel presentations

   8 ish – 8:30 pm – audience Q/A & discussion

   8:30- 9 pm – Open House –

   An opportunity to talk with the panelists one and one – and for groups working
on similar sustainability issues to have a table to share information.

Jan. 30: “Sustainable Shelter” – Panelists are from Homeword,
Stockman Bank, St. Patrick Hospital, Missoula Bone & Joint, UM FLAT
and the UM Sustainable Construction program.

Youth News
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February 2 10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.  Sunday morning discussion (HIGH
SCHOOL AGE ONLY THIS WEEK):  We will continue our discussion from our
book, Can I Ask That 2, with the chapter, “Is Sex Before Marriage Wrong?” This
discussion will be primarily about respect for themselves, others, and honoring
familial values.  If you have a middle-school-age child that you want to be a part
of this discussion, please contact me.  Hot chocolate, coffee, donuts, and
bagels will be there too. 

February 2  11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.:  Youth group at the HUB!  We will have
lunch at Taco Sano and then head to the HUB for race cars and laser tag.  Pick
up at the HUB (5055 Expressway)

February 3  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  Hellgate High School lunch at Bridge
Pizza. 

Peace and blessings,

Karin and Grace

Gratitude Journal
Thank you to the many hands who prepared and served the meal at the
Poverello Center last Sunday evening.  

Thank you to all of those who will help host Family Promise the week of
February 2-9.



Thank you to the visionaries for their display of prayers during the month of
January.
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