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Worship  

9:30 A.M. 

July 12, 2020 

 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

This service will be Live-Streamed on CUMC’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/christumcgf 

Zoom Log-in: 

Join Zoom Meeting –  

 

Dial by your location 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Worship At Home- July 12, 2020 

Set a Sacred Space 

Green cloth for the season of growth; Lit candle to remind you that God 

is present in a special way when we worship; Your favorite Bible open to 

Matthew 13:1-9, 13-23; Some seeds (you can use un-popped popcorn or 

dried beans if you don’t have any seeds on hand) 

Settle into a comfortable place. You might want to have your favorite 

relaxing or restoring beverage on hand. Take some deep, relaxing 

breaths, thinking about the presence of God entering deeply and the 

anxieties of your day leave you.  

Prayer 

Amazing God, you cast your love upon the earth with a generous hand, into places where it 

grows easily and abundantly; into places where it struggles to put down roots, and into places 

where it risks being trampled or destroyed.  We seek to be seeds of your love in places of 

comfort and ease, in places of pain and hurt, in places of violence and injustice.  Plant within us 

the courage and the faith we need to be your love in the many places we find ourselves.  Amen. 

Read Matthew 13:1-9, 13-23 



Reflection 

Most farmers and gardeners that we know these days take great pride in the orderliness of their 

work: straight rows, no weeds, very few rocks. It’s all part of making the best of things for the 

best yield. But look at how the farmer of Jesus’ day went about sowing his seeds. He scattered 

them all over the place, even into places where the precious seed would never produce. If the 

farmer-figure in the parable is supposed to be an image of God, what does this story say about 

the nature of God? What does it say about the places where God would sow God’s love and 

grace? Does God scatter love and grace only in the places where it is most likely to grow?  

Some say that the soil represents each of us—that within each of us we contain fertile soil as 

well as rocky, hard and weedy soil. Imagine God recklessly scattering seeds of love everywhere 

within you without judgment. How might you receive that which God sows and nurture it into 

growth? 

Prayer 

Open wide the window of our spirits, God, and fill us with light; 

Open wide the door of our hearts that we may receive the love and grace you scatter. 

With all our powers of adoration and love we open ourselves to you to receive your good and 

perfect love.  Amen. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

† Pastor Dawn Skerritt as she begins her new ministry in Great Falls. 

† Jerome Garrett (Rev. Lynne’s son-in-law), is recovering from surgery to remove staph 

infection after brain surgery and ongoing IV antibiotic treatment. 

Sunday School News 

Survey Says. . . Families, please watch your inboxes for a survey from the Christian Education 

Board.  The board is seeking feedback about what you would like to see for virtual Sunday 

school this fall if we are unable to meet in person.  Results will help in planning for future 

children’s programming. Thank you in advance for your time and participation! 

White Fragility Book Study Begins July 15th at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom 

Join us for our first conversation about Robin DiAngelo’s book,  

“White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism” 

Time: Wednesdays, 7:00 P.M.  

Join Zoom Meeting:  

Dial by your location 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Just Around the Corner! 

The 2nd annual POOL PARTY (sponsored by the Christian Education 

Board) is scheduled for Tuesday, July 21ST from 6:00 – 8:00 P.M. at 

the Water Tower Pool, 711 33rd Street South.  Due to Covid-19, Great 

Falls Park and Rec has some guidelines we will need to follow.  At the 

pool entrance, please line up 6 feet apart.  Attendees will need to fill out and sign forms 

related to Covid symptoms and exposure to the virus.  Locker rooms will not be open but 

bathrooms will be accessible.   A hand sanitizing station will be provided.  Participants are 

asked to remain in socially-distanced family groups.  If not in the pool, attendees must wear 

face masks (some will be provided).  Life jackets will still be available.  Please bring your 

own chairs.  We can have a maximum of 50 people at the pool—enough to accommodate our 

kids and their adults!  Call Janet Koostra at 727-8443 with questions or concerns.   

*If you or your child(ren) are not feeling well, please stay home.*



Outdoor Worship- An Opportunity to Worship Together! 

July 19th and August 16th, 9:30 A.M. 

We’ll make sure everyone is socially distanced and wearing masks. 

If you don’t have a mask, we’ll provide them.  

We’ll also have plenty of hand sanitizer. 

BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR and gather for worship and distanced fellowship. 

The service will also be live-streamed onto our UCC Facebook page. 

Mid-summer Fellowship Opportunity – COVID-19 style 

August 2nd, 6:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. 

Looking for some safe-er opportunities to see one another? Gather on the front lawn of the 

church!  Bring your own chair and facemask. (We’ll have face masks available if needed). 

Feel free to bring your dinner or a snack – no sharing, though. 

This is Going to Take a While 

When we first closed the church building down back in March, we knew there was a possibility 

that this was going to take a while. It may take longer than we realized at the time. As you are all 

aware, the entire nation is experiencing huge increases in COVID-19 cases. Hospitals are 

beginning to fill again. ICU’s are once again the topic of news stories as they are receiving more 

patients. Medical staff and supplies are once again being stretched thin. Although Montana (and 

Cascade County) continues to pale in comparison to other areas in the country, we are also 

seeing increases in people impacted by the virus.  

What I’m hearing more of these days is the great question, “Why don’t we just…..?” Why don’t 

we just have small groups meet? Why don’t we meet once a month? Why don’t we just go ahead 

and open and those who don’t feel safe coming won’t? Why don’t we go ahead and open and be 

really diligent about all the precautions? 

Because we will ultimately be putting too many people at risk. We will be putting those who 

attend at risk. We will be putting those they come in contact with later at risk. We will be putting 

those who would be caring for anyone who gets infected while at church at risk.  

And then I hear the other side of the question: Are we putting the church at risk by not opening? 

Will people go elsewhere? It’s very possible. So we have to ask ourselves another question: 

Whose life are we willing to put at risk to maintain membership? 

It’s a harsh way to look at this dilemma. But this is a harsh thing. 

Perhaps we can be asking some different kinds of questions: 

What can each of us do every day to reach out to one another for encouragement 

and support? 

Who can I call today that might brighten my day (and I theirs)?  

To whom can I send a note/text/email?  

Is there someone whose day might be made if they were to receive a small care 

package? 

How can I be part of helping the church be the church beyond the building? 

What would you like to see the church do during this long time of being church 

differently and what one thing could you do to make that happen? 

This is going to take a while. But we don’t need to wait to know just how long before we put our 

baptism vows into action more deeply – by showing our love, support and care for one another 

each and every day.  

I miss you all very much. I long for the day when we will gather together again. But I also want 

to make sure that, when we do, we will all be able to gather in wellness and without fear.  

Until then, be the church in every way possible. 

Rev. Lynne 



Happy July birthday to: 

Pat Livingstone 12 

Kelly Stansbury 13 

Bill Walters  13 

Maribeth Doan 15 

Lois Knerr 15 

Ken Kohoutek 15 

Will Hoard 16 

Sandra Sepe 16 

Bill Johnson 17 

Brit Kessner 17 

Dan Oakland 17 

Jean Curtis 18 

Theo Nason 18 

Zoom Log-ins: 

Let’s Talk About It- Weaving It Together 

Wednesday, July 8, 7:00 P.M. 

(see information under book study) 

Book Study (beginning July 15th) 

Wednesdays, 7:00 P.M. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Dial by your location 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Bible Study & Prayer 

Thursdays 7:00 P.M. 

Join Zoom Meeting  

Dial by your location 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)


