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WORSHIP and Information 
 

   Our church holds Sunday services with people 

well distanced & masked. Adult Bible study 9am in 

Fellowship Hall; Worship 10:30am. Sunday 

worship is live streamed on our church FB page at 

10:25am Sundays, and video appears on facebook 

afterwards. https://www.facebook.com/Columbus-

Community-Congregational-United-Church-of-

Christ-109813516270/  
 

   For emails, contact ucccolumbus@gmail.com &  

joannyeootd@gmail.com. We welcome requests, 

comments and suggestions! To send donations and 

pledge payments: Community Congregational 

Church, PO Box 545, Columbus, MT 59019. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 

   Epiphany celebrates 

the revelation of God 

incarnate as Jesus Christ 

in Western Christianity. It 

commemorates the visit 

of the Magi to the Christ 

Child, and thus Jesus' 

physical manifestation to 

the Gentiles. Epiphany is 

twelve days after Christmas, Jan. 6; our 

commemorates it this year on January 3. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Sweets Sale 
2020 

   This year’s Sweets Sale 

with advance orders 

worked out very well. 

After a couple mistaken 

reports, the current final amount received by 

Mission Committee is $1435, “nothing to sneeze 

at,” notes Mission Chair Mary Kuehn. Thank you to 

all who prepared items and to all who bought! 

   Stay tuned – Mary thinks we might have another 

Sweets Sale for Valentine’s Day in 2021. 

 

January 17, 2021, 

11:30am 

In Fellowship Hall - 

with masks & good 

distancing but sadly 

no potluck. Reports 

due to Rhonda no 

later than Jan. 11. 
* * * * * * * *   

Our church’s entry in 2021 Parade of Lights 

 
 

 
Thank you, Rhonda, Robert, Mary! 

* * * * * * * * 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
   On January 10 we’ll host our next neighbor 

speaker, Stillwater County Public Health Nurse 

Darla Currey-Colter. She’ll be at 9:30am discussion and 

10:30am worship. Please join us - we provide masks! 

Rev. Robert Leaverton – January 2021 
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Church Contacts 

Editor Joan Nye joannyeootd@gmail.com 406-321-0591 

Interim Minister    Rev. Robert K Leaverton  

  rkleaverton@nemont.net hm 328-6520 / cell 321-2980     

Moderator  Maurie Petterson 406-322-5345 

   sheepdipmt@yahoo.com     

Church Clerk            Rhonda Peterson    406-321-4203  

                                  rhondapdee@gmail.com  

Church Treasurer   Curtis Kuehn   406-322-5454  

                     cktrucker@gmail.com  

Financial Secretary     Jim Movius      406-702-0731 

                      ajmovius@gmail.com  

Chair Trustees      to be determined                    

Chair Diaconate         Jerry Nye 406-322-8587   

Christian Ed.        Karen Brewer  406-780-0583 

Jammin  Afterschool Youth        to be determined  

Mission Mary Kuehn 406-322-5912 kcmlqn@charter.net   

Pastoral Relations     Curt Kuehn   406-322-5454 

Women’s TeamWorks   Beth Damm 406-290-5016 

                          dammrb@gmail.com  

Church: P O Box  545 / 138 N. 4th St / Columbus 59019 

   email  ucccolumbus@gmail.com  

Facebook: Columbus Community Congregational  

Church Events 

Jan 3 Communion & Epiphany Sunday 

Jan 10: 

9:30am & in 

worship 

“Won’t You be my Neighbor” speaker  

Diaconate meeting, SW County Public 

Health Nurse. Diaconate meeting after. 

Jan 10-11 Annual reports due to Rhonda (sooner if 

possible) 

Jan 12 Trustees meeting, 7pm 

Jan 13, 27, etc on 

alternate Weds. 

Women’s Bible Study, 5pm 

Jan 17 Annual Congregational meeting 11:30am 

Jan 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 25 CornerStone news items to Joan 
 

   News from another former pastor of CCC: 

Amos Smith sent this Christmas letter to our 

church:  
 

 

Moderator’s Musings 
 

   “Behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy!” proclaimed the angels to the 

shepherds. Note: that wasn’t news of 

great angst, or news of mediocre happiness, or 

‘you’ll be damned to hell if you don’t.’ How many 

of us live with great joy? Or for that matter, what is 

great joy? I suggest the news is a prescription for 

how to live, how to conduct our lives. An Abraham 

Lincoln quote, “Most people are about as happy as 

they make up their minds to be." 

   It is fairly well documented that many who 

survived the concentration camps had a positive 

outlook on life. Starvation rations; constant threat 

and fear of death and worse, I doubt there was a lot 

of “happiness” there – happiness being external. But 

apparently there was joy. 

   Joy being internal as in the Mother Teresa quote: 

“A joyful heart is the inevitable result of a heart 

burning with love.” So maybe that’s the key – this 

love business? Maybe this love your neighbor is the 

great joy foretold? Remember Rev. Randy Leisey’s 

admonition, “Love each other constantly?” I think 

one way to show that love today is to – Wear your 

mask; Watch your distance; Wash your hands. 

   Where do you find joy? How do you determine 

the difference between happiness and joy? Best 

wishes for a Healthy, Prosperous, Joyous 2021. 
 

Maurie Petterson, Moderator 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: Don Mason, Thelma Black, 

Donna Storer, Bill+Janice Goodman, Karen Brewer, 

Vicky Unger, Donna+Bruce McFarland, Jim Van 

Campen, Phyllis Movius, Brandon Brewer, Anna 

Plumb, Taby Kautz, Paula Newkirk, the family of Jackie 

Kinbrough inc. her father Dick Henry, 

Drew Maki, Sam Spano, Meadowlark+Beartooth 

Manor, ALL affected by Covid-19, grief, or suicide 

  

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 
 

   We come to the conclusion of 

another year. This has been a 

rather tumultuous year; one full of 

frustration, fear of the unknown, 

isolation and apprehension. We 

have had to adapt, make do and 

persevere and we have. We have endured the 

COVID-19 pandemic both nationally and locally, 

an election year that seemed to last forever. We 

have been whipsawed emotionally, intellectually by 

news and events. I dare say, we long for a time of 

placid, pastoral calmness in our lives, engaging with 2 
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friends and family face to face. Our prayer: “Come 

Lord Jesus and make it so.” 

   As of Dec. 1, 2020, I have served Community 

Congregational Church here in Columbus for one 

year. This anniversary I value and hold dear. This 

congregation and Church have been patient, 

supportive, and enduring with me through the 

tempestuous year we have sustained. I commend 

you all for your stalwart faith and perseverance. I 

can say truthfully you have made a difference in my 

life, and I thank you. Other than worship and 

creating the bulletin on Sunday, I have taken a 

rather hands-off approach. The leadership of this 

congregation has done a superb job in handling the 

day to day, week to week, administration of this 

congregation. I am thankful for the work they do. 

   With a new year we look to the future - what 

does it foretell, what can we do to shape it? By 

the evening of January 7, I will have had my 

second COVID vaccination. Hopefully I shall be 

safe from any infection. Then I should be able to 

safely make visits to our shut-ins. I will still 

need to be careful as I may transmit the virus 

from me to them. So I will still wear a mask and 

wash my hands often as I have continually done 

in the past. 

   As more of us get vaccinated and as the fear of 

being infected by COVID recedes, we can again 

plan and prepare to engage in a more active, 

vocal worship and have social events again. On 

the flyer recruiting a pastor for our congregation 

is a picture of our last ‘Bread and Soup’ 

fellowship events we held here. It is a picture of 

many people engaged in Christian fellowship. This 

aspect of Church life is the one thing I have missed 

the most. I look forward to the day when we can 

engage in Christian fellowship socially together. 

   In the coming new year this congregation will 

plan and prepare for its future. We do have some 

control over how our future will unfold. As the 

pandemic abates, we plan how we can be the 

Church in community again. It will be similar but 

different; the pandemic has changed many things 

which may not return to their forms prior to Covid. 

But one thing is constant - the love of Jesus Christ 

for us and His call to share the Good News of this 

with others. This is unchanging, a constant for us in 

a changing world around us. Christ Jesus empowers 

us, equips us and calls us to engage in life. Jesus 

makes a difference in our lives and directs us to 

make a difference in the lives of those around us. 
 

God’s Peace, Pastor Robert 

   From Church Council Minutes, Dec. 20 

PRESENT: Maurie Petterson, Jim Movius, Rhonda 

Peterson, Jerry Nye, Joan Nye, Rev. Robert 

Leaverton, Beth Damm, Mary Kuehn, Curt Kuehn 

FINANCIAL REPORT: Matches Treasurer. All 

pledge cards received in are from older folks.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Thanksgiving dinner 

donations was $570. Pledges are at 90.73%, rent 

income is at 74.40% but Cleaning fund and loose 

change are over goal.  Investments are better this 

month. Income over expenses is a positive 

$14,506.82. We received a check for $72.91 from 

the county for the overcharge on lighting. Rhonda 

presented a check for $900 from our UCC 

Conference from the Grant money for new 

technology, which will go back to Memorial fund.   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT- Viewed- 

THERE IS NO Christian Ed members or Vice 

Moderator but was passed as presented. (Volunteers 

for these positions are welcome.) 

TRUSTEE’S REPORT AND 2021 BUDGET 

REPORT: Budget- went through and set the budget.   

Budget presented to council. Discussion about 

having the minutes show that budget revisions are 

open to add such items when we are able to need 

money, for example, for CE, Jammin, new minister 

expenses. All confirmed that Budget is subject to 

modification as circumstances warrant. 

DIACONATE:. Jerry thanked all for helping carry 

the load as it all falls on the same people. Maurie 

suggested that certain Sundays, we need to practice 

the production a little more.  

CHRISTIAN ED:   No report.   

MISSION: Sweet sale was over $1200. Will be 

delivering gift bags to shut-ins after Christmas. Will 

be giving quarterly donations and each recipient 

will get an extra $100. Amy suggested doing a 

sweets sale for Valentines.  

TEAMWORKS: No meeting, gave gifts to Pastor 

and Just Hope  

MEMORIAL: Nothing to report 

PASTOR’S REPORT: Not a lot of activity but 

normal duties. Going to start visiting the shut ins.  

People are still liking the Ministers Article in the 

Stillwater News.  

CHURCH CLERK: Asks all to submit reports by 

Jan 10-11 to help her prepare for annual meeting.  

CALENDAR: Museum Board on Jan. 12, Fell. hall.  

EARTHCARE: Nothing to report.  

SEARCH COMMITTEE: Help wanted adds. We 

picked out the flyer lay out; these will get handed 

out at various places.  Jerry moved to place an ad in 3 



the Christian Magazine starting in January, along 

with online add. All approved. The expense will 

come out of search committee budget expense.  

BUSINESS:   

 Search Committee- sent out flyers and it will 

be going in the Christian Magazine and online in 

January.  

 Website- is supposed to be up by the end of 

the year. Not sure if we will do the tithe online 

through the website as UCC National is having the 

tithe going to them.   

 Planning Meeting- Will schedule a meeting 

in February.  

Annual Meeting - Jan.17, 2021, 11:30am           

Rhonda Peterson, Church Clerk 
* * * * * * * * 

Christmas Eve Message* 
By Susan Leaverton  

ELCA Lay Pastoral Associate 
 

   Christmas commemorates one of the 

most profound mysteries of humanity. 

Through the Advent season we are 

invited by God, to watch, listen, and ponder the 

inbreaking of our creator’s divinity into our 

humanity. Each segment of the Christmas Eve 

service provides us with a glimpse into the holy 

mystery which surrounds us. For many, Christmas 

extends to January 6, Epiphany.   

   Every scripture reading carries us along the path 

which God opens before us. There is no way we can 

confirm the historical details of Scripture verses 

about the birth of Jesus. It is time to step out in 

faith, seeking the deeper significance of these well-

known Bible stories. We allow the Holy Spirit to 

infuse us with a knowledge which surpasses human 

understanding. 

   The prediction in Isaiah 9:2-7 reminds us that 

God delivers his people in every age from darkness 

and tyranny. We are not the first generation to be 

under a yoke of fear or oppression stemming from 

human and natural causes. We marvel at the source 

of release from these various bondages: a child who 

is named Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace.  

   Luke 2: 1-5 says that an emperor’s orders created 

much upheaval for an entire country. Massive 

disruptions in lives quickly turn to focus on two 

specific citizens as they seek refuge for the safe 

birth of their son. The mystery is in the details of 

how God works through each of us to overcome the 

odds. 

   In Luke 2: 15-20 we hear of the remarkable 

presence of guardian angels, who represent God’s 

constant care for our safety, and quite unremarkable 

shepherds who also gathered at the stable. How did 

they (and how do we) come to know God’s 

presence, except through the workings 

of the Holy Spirit? Another mystery! 

   The presence of children on Christmas 

Eve recalls another mystery - how do 

we become child-like to comprehend 

the majesty of divine actions which lead 

us through fearful times? Remember: Mary and 

Joseph were displaced in a strange setting but 

overcame hardships through faith, allowing God to 

become incarnate in a rough stable. Luke 2: 6-8 

   Our imaginations soar as Matthew 2: 1-12 
explains that Wise Ones saw the appearance of a 

star which guided their journey directly to this God 

child. We all could better appreciate this in 

December 2020, when Jupiter and Saturn gave us a 

glimpse of that cosmic realignment.  

   Then come the words of John 1: 9-12: the true 

light shatters the dark corners of our lives. Fear is 

dispelled. This physical turning from dark to light 

allows us to take a leap of faith. Even in the midst 

of life as we know it, God is our guiding light and 

constant companion. In belief comes the power to 

become children of God, always accompanied by 

our gracious creator.  

   Jesus’ birth is not just a feel-good story about 

lowing cattle and hovering angels. God is still 

speaking to us. Our obligation as Christians and 

members of the greater community is to make the 

obscure become clear, even as our lives remain 

uncertain. We are called to radiate the light of 

Christ. The world continues to groan with birth 

pangs of events that separate us. Evil is real, but 

even more real is the assurance that joy will be our 

ultimate experience. 

   God invites us to enter into the unfathomable 

mysteries of life, experiencing moments of serene 

joy, mingled with times of profound sorrow. But 

unlike a mystery novel, which ultimately reaches a 

moment of clarity and resolution, we may never 

quite figure it all out!  

   As we hear the familiar story of Jesus’ birth, our 

challenge is this: how do we hear and act on the 

ways of God? How do we move beyond the 

darkness of a world pandemic, contentious polity, 

climate change, and injustice - to seek and embrace 

the revelation of hope and confidence found in the 

presence of a mere child? That, my friends, is a 

mystery worth exploring! 
 

*As modified to appear in Stillwater County News 4 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

If you or someone else has a birthday or anniversary 
that is not appearing on our CornerStone calendar, 
please tell Joan - email joannyeootd@gmailcom or 
call/text her 406-321-0591.  

 

 

 
New Year’s Eve 

  1 
New Year 

 

2 
 

 

 Communion   3 
Epiphany Sunday 

Bible study9:00am 

Worship 10:30am 

4 
 

     5  
 

 

 

 

    6 

 

EPIPHANY 

7 
 

 

 

 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A:Barry/Bonnie 

Kinsfather 
 

9 
 

 

B: Trish 

Goddard 

 10 
Bible study9:00am 

Worship 10:30am 
“Neighbor” speaker 

Diaconate mtg 
 

11 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

12 
 

,  

Trustees 

meeting 7pm 

13 
 

 

Women’s Bible 

Study, 5pm 

14 
 

 

B: Betty Kuehn 

15 
 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 

17  

Bible study9:00am 

Worship 10:30am 
Annual Congregational 

Meeting 11:30am 
 

B: Karen Brewer 

18 
 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

19 
 

 

 
B: Anndi Hollar, 

Sherry Aschim 

20 
 

 

 

21 
 
 

 

 

  22 
 

 

 

23 
 

 

24 
Bible study9:00am 

Worship 10:30am  

25 
 

 

Cornerstone 

news due 
B:Dan 

Hofferber 

26 
 

27 
 

Women’s Bible 

Study, 5pm 

 

28 
B: Heidi Lundin 

29 
  

 

30 
,  

 
 

 

 
 
 

31 
Biblestudy9:00am 

Worship 10:30am 
 

Ellis & Leo Burch on 

Christmas Day   

 

 

Add to directory: 
Lloyd Schneider  

     wife Lynne 
P O Box 892 

Tuolumne, CA 95379 

lloyds38@gmail.com  

H 209-928-4005 

Cell 209-352-7099 
 

 

mailto:joannye@iwks.net
mailto:lloyds38@gmail.com

