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UCC HAPPENINGS 

 

 

 
by Pastor Christian Stradley 

 
 From one precious holiday season to the next, Christmas time is 
now officially upon us. That means you won’t be able to drive down the 
street or go to the grocery store without seeing flickering lights, 
decorations of Santa and his reindeer, festive trees covered in 
ornaments and topped with stars, kids holding candy canes, and of 
course, nativity scenes. That reality, along with the fact that Christmas 
time is traditionally a time of good food, jolly music, fellowship, and gift 
giving, it is so easy to lose focus on what this time really is all about. 
Therefore, as professing Christians, we must do our due diligence to 
keep Christ in “Christmas.” After all, this holiday is the celebration of our 
Lord and Savior’s birth. If our focus is not on Him and what He has 
accomplished for our good and His glory, then we completely miss the 
point of this grandiose celebration.  
 Thus, in Isaiah 9:6 we are told “For a child will be born to us, a 
son will be given to us; the government will rest on His shoulders; and 
His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace.” As we know that child came 2000 years later as 
our Messiah, Jesus Christ. He came humbly as a baby and left humbly as 
a martyr. He was the only innocent one to ever live yet died purposefully 
for the forgiveness of our sins and the redemption of our souls. He paid 
the price that no man could pay, by dying the death that all men deserve. 
He drank the wrath that should have been poured out on us, and as 
Hebrews 12:2 says, He did it with joy.  
 Isaiah 53:5 says, “But He was pierced through for our 

transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our 

well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.” Yet again, 

He did this out of love, as Romans 5:8 explains, so that He could make us 

alive together with Him (Ephesians 2:5). Therefore, let us never forget 

this reality when we gear up to celebrate His birth. He came to die so 

that we too would die; die to sin, so that we may live in Him. Let us 

rejoice for our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

  

 

December 2 Church Decorating  6:00 
  Chili & Cornbread Supper  
December 6       Communion Sunday 
  Children’s Christmas Store 
  (See Page 2 information) 
December 13 Session Meeting 
December 15     Women’s Circle 3:00 
December 16 (Christmas Party Cancelled) 
December 24     Christmas Eve Service 6:30 
December 25 Christmas Day 
 
Thursdays After School Program 3:30-5:00 

Youth Group Sunday Evenings at 6:30 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

December 5 Hailey Loyning 
December 9     Connie Sell 
December 18  Mike Esser 
  Karen Briggs 
December 20   Kaden Stradley 
December 22   David McNay 
December 25  “Happy Birthday Jesus” 
December 29   Tim Stinson 

         
   
 
 
  

 

       

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

December 4   Wally and Ruth McRae 
December 14 Chris and Carol Goble 
 
           

 

 

 
 

 

        16   Mark & Vicki Stevens 
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He came to pay a debt He did 
not owe. Because we owed a 

debt we could not pay. 
 

    “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 

flavor rests” - Luke 2-14 

We will celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 
in a candlelight service at the church. It will also be live streamed 
on Facebook because we recognize the possible health risks and 
appreciate and understand your concerns. 
 
This has been an exceedingly difficult and confusing year.  It is 
more important than ever before, that we remember God’s most 
precious gift, His son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
 
If you wish to attend and worship with us at the church, all 
required safety precautions will be taken: 
 

• The Church will be cleaned, and all common areas sanitized. 
• We will practice Social Distancing. 
• We strongly encourage you to wear a Mask. 
• We will provide Masks, Sanitizing Wipes, and Hand 

Sanitizer. 
• PowerPoint will be used for music. Hymnals and Bibles will 

be removed from the pews to reduce the amount of personal 
contact. 

• Seating will be marked to comply with Social Distancing, 
which may limit seating. 

• There will be additional limited Senior seating in the 
upstairs Conference Room. 

 

“With the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem. Hark! 

The herald angels sing Glory to the new born King.” 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS STORE 

             

United Community Church Basement 
 

Shopping by Appointment Only: 
 

Dates: December 6th thru December 13th 

Hours: Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 Sunday 12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM 
 Monday – Friday 4:00–7:00 PM 
 

Participants will be given a specific day and 
time until all time slots are filled, and they 
will be allowed 20 minutes to shop. All gifts 
are priced from $1.00, $3.00, $5.00 or 
$7.00. 
 
Precautions will be taken to comply with 
all COVID-19 guidelines: 
 

1. One Entrance and One Exit 

2. Masks required upon entry 

3. Temperatures taken at the door 

4. Hand Sanitizers will be provided 

5. Social Distancing, allowing one shopper 
or family at a time, to shop for 20 minutes 
 

6. Parents/family members will be 
expected to arrive on time, wait in their 
cars while their children shop and to pick 
them promptly. 
 
NO CHILD CARE will be provided, and no 
participant will be allowed to remain in the 
building once they have shopped. 
 

CONTACT:  Connie Sell (406)208-7624 
 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO SUPPORT OUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 

 
 
 
 

SUPPORTS OUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 



 

In Memory and Prayer 
As we enter this Christmas Season, we remember our family members 
and friends within our church and our community that are no longer 

with us. Our love and prayers go out to those families that are 
grieving the loss of a loved one during what should be a verfy joyful 

time gathering with family and friends. 
 

 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of those that have been ill 
and affected by Covid. We pray for their physical healing as well as 

their healthy recovery from the effects of isolation and long 
separation from their family members. 

We especially pray for those whose loved ones are ill or facing end 
of life issues, as they are unable to see them or be with them due 

to the Covid-19 restrictions.  
My the Lord comfort and bring them peace and understanding. 

 

 

Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:00 P.M. 

Followed by a Chili and Cornbread Supper 

 

Please join us for some Fun and Fellowship! 
 

 
 

 

 
The Women’s Circle will meet 

Tuesday, December 17th at 3:00 P.M. 
in the church Fellowship Hall.   

All women are welcome. 

 
 

“MY CHRISTMAS PRAYER FOR YOU” 
By Gail Beckham 

 
My prayer for your this Christmas is that you’ll 

be with friends and those you love. 
 

May your eyes be full of wonder like a child on 
Christmas morn. I pray your belly’s full and 

your bed is warm. 
 

I pray you find real joy in giving and get love 
back in return. I pray you won’t forget the 

reason for the season. 
 

I pray you don’t forget the babe in Bethlehem; 
the greatest gift sent down from God to man. 
Lying in a manger made of straw, the Angel 

and the shepherds watched in awe. 
 

And don’t forget the bright and shining star 
that guided the three wise me from afar. 

 
My prayer for you this Christmas is that you’ll 

spread good will in all you do. 
 

May your heart be filled with joy, like the little 
girls and boys. 

 
I pray for peace on earth the whole year 

through. 
 

I pray each day will find you healthy & your 
loves one safe & sound. 

 
I pray you’ll celebrate the one who wears the 

crown. 
 

I pray you don’t forget the babe in Bethlehem; 
the greatest gift sent down from God to man. 
Just a tiny little baby boy, bringing love and 

peace, and hope and joy. 
 

I pray you won’t forget the lessons that He 
taught; the greatest of them all was how to love. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Laughter is good for the soul 
 
 A little girl was explaining to her younger that it 
was wrong to work on Sunday. 
 “But what about policemen?” asked the boy. They 
Have to work on Sundays. Don’t they go to Heaven?” 
 “Of course not,” replied his sister. “They’re not 
needed there.” 
 

 
 
                         The minister and family were given a pie which proved to be inedible and had to be 

  discarded in the garbage. It was the minister’s task to write a “Thank You” note. His 
  problem was:  How to be truthful and tactful at the same time. So, he wrote: “Dear 
 Mrs. Jones: Thank you for being so kind and thoughtful. You can be assured that a pie 
 like yours never lasts long at our house!” 

 

                          

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                       

   MODERATOR:   Marcus Arneson    406-853-1140 

     coacharnesonfbms@gmail.com 

 TREASURER:     Carol Beery  406-853-1193 

     cbeery@live.com 

 WORSHIP:  Gail Beckham  406-670-2644 

     jg102371@gmail.com 

 PROPERTY:  Mike Esser  406-740-0144 

    Juneesser61@gmail.com 

 STEWARDSHIP:  Marshall Mead 406-740-0979       

    msmead83@msn.com                                    

 EDUCATION:  Connie Sell  406-208-7624 

     cjsell49@gmail.com 

 FELLOWSHIP:             Carol Beery  406-853-1193 

     cbeery@live.com 

 CLERK OF SESSION:     Kathy Stinson 406-740-2149 

     

SESSION MEETINGS are held on the 2nd Sunday of every month 
following the worship service and coffee hour (approximately 
12:30) and are open meetings. 
 
EDITORS for “The Link” are:   
   
Gail Beckham (406)670-2644  jg102371@gmail.com 
Debbie Skiles (406)740-0322 skilesclan@mcn.net 

 

Deadline for Newsletter is the 20TH of the month 

 

 

 

   

U.C.C. CHURCH SESSION United Community Church and  
First Baptist Church 

 
Youth Source Group 
Sundays at 6:30 P.M 

 
 

Youth Group Leaders are Baptist Pastor Jeff Parker 
And U.C.C. Pastor Christian Stradley 
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