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We invite you to participate in our Vigil for Healing and Peace this Sunday,
August 30th from sunrise (6:30am) to sunset (8pm). We will live-stream the
event, which will include musical offerings, prayers, and readings on the hour.
The congregation and the public are invited to come into our sanctuary, light a
tea-light candle, write a prayer of lament or a joy, and place these on the altar.
This vigil will take the place of our regular Sunday service. This will be a time of
reflection and prayer.

Pain and suffering are not new in our lives and in the world, but we find
ourselves today in the midst of many pandemics causing widespread suffering
and destruction. It is important that we find ways to grieve and lament, to voice
our outrage, and to begin to work out our individual and collective trauma. I
believe we can find ways to do that in beloved community even in the midst of
physical distancing. 

At the vigil, we will continue to follow our CoVid guidelines, taking
temperatures, requiring masks, and each participant will be given their own pen
for writing prayers. Every other pew has been roped off and we envision folks
coming in small numbers throughout the day.

Donations will be accepted for the work of our Justice and Witness Ministry
Team

We are in need of volunteers for the day from 6:30am-8pm to help with
checking folks in, handing out slips of paper and candles. Might this be
something you'd like to do? If so, please email Morgan Satterfield in our front



office at info@firstchurchbillings.org and she will work with you on the volunteer
schedule.

135th Annual CAM Meeting
September 18-20

The MT-NWY Conference Annual Meeting (CAM) is just around the corner and
we are so excited for you to join us!  The format is interactive and the
programming excellent with special guests like Rev. Dr. Sara Rosenau, Rev.
Traci Blackmon, and Dr. Keith Hampton.  This all-virtual meeting is open and
free to all - Billings First Congregational Church will cover all registration fees. 
Thank you to our MT-NWY Conference office for making this possible!  Details
below!

CAM pre-registration:
required by September 15, but ASAP helps with our technological planning
https://www.mnwcucc.org/cam2020

2 Church Videos, up to 1 minute in length:
#1: what is your church/community noted for?
#2: where/how do you see the spirit moving in your church/community?
Due by August 31, send to Graham Roy, graham@uccofmissoula.org

CAM Information:
https://www.mnwcucc.org/basic-cam-information

Detailed Agenda:
https://www.mnwcucc.org/basic-cam-information

Sunday Coffee Hour
Sunday, September 13th, 11:45 a.m.

Join us September 13th at 11:45 for Sunday
Coffee Hour hosted by our dear friend and
member Karen Durfey. Coffee hour will take
place after our virtual Rally Day gathering on
Zoom. We look forward to seeing all of you there!
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If you have not received and invite and would like
one, please email Morgan our Office Admin. at
info@firstchurchbillings.org.

From the Desk of Pastor Lisa
In March of this year, when we moved services online due to the pandemic, I
naively thought we’d be back to in-person worship by Rally Day, September 13.
And here we are at the end of August planning our digital Rally Day
Celebration, and it’s been difficult! In fact, when the realization (that we’d not be
together) came over me in the beginning of August, I felt like the pandemic
started all over again in terms of timing. It felt like the glimmer of light at the end
of the tunnel, that I had in my gaze, had faded away.

It took me some time to reorient my compass. I frequently trip myself up,
thinking that the path in this life should be straight. Truth is, the path winds and
meanders, has steep inclines and sometimes daunting cliffs. I forget that it is
not at the destination where Creator is found, but on the path, in the twists and
turns, in the sweetness and the bitterness, too.

In those times when the needle of my compass is spinning wildly, I practice
ritual like deep breathing, taking a meditative walk, or sipping tea in the yard.
And in those moments of presence, she appears, Beloved Mother, in the
butterfly that dances by, in the golden eagle in the South Rims that follows me
on the trail, on the wind in the trees – and I am comforted and remember, we
can do this, together, and with Creator Divine as constant companion.

We have so many wonderful things planned for this new year in the life of the
church, whether in-person or virtual. As mentioned in service last week, we
have a gift for you that will be arriving in your mail box soon! This gift, that
invites you in to this year with us, will keep us growing in community and
growing in Biblical/theological literacy, cultural literacy, spiritual literacy, and
spiritual practice.

Here’s a peek!

· Fall Bible/Book Study - Out of the Waters: Resisting the Power of Fear;
Companion Book: Ancient Spirit Rising (Eyers)
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· Spring Bible/Book Study: Love and Justice; Companion Book: Race and
Restorative Justice (Davis)

I would suggest purchasing the companion books at Barjon’s Books! She has
Ancient Spirit Rising stocked on her shelves right now and has Race and
Restorative Justice on order for us!

In Community and Solidarity,

Pastor Lisa

Consider Giving to our Discretionary Fund

While many things are shut down during this time, our ability to help others in
need is not one of them!  This past week, we have helped with rental
assistance, with gas cards, with meals, school supplies, masks, bottled water,
and a breast pump for a mom in need.  Our discretionary fund is low currently. 
Might you consider giving to our discretionary fund?  Mark your payment with
‘discretionary fund’ in the memo and we’ll make sure your gift goes to those in
need in our community.  Thank you so much!

Daily Devotional: Audio Resource
As many of you know, we subscribe to a Daily Devotional resource for you
called the Upper Room:  Where the World Meets to Pray.  It is offered in the
Narthex, but due to CoVid, we've been unable to share them with you.  The
publisher does not offer them in a digital format but we offer to you the audio
files that you might sit back and enjoy these daily readings. To listen visit http://
billingsfirstchurch.org/online-resources.

Prayer Wall
As of today you can join others in our congregation and community in prayer. 
Go to billingsfirstchurch.org/prayer-wall and add your prayer request on our
website so we can join in collective prayer for our beloved community.
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Barbara Gulick tells us about this years All Church Book,
The Time is Now by Joan Chittister

All-Church Book
The All-Church Book for this year is “The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon
Courage” by Joan Chittister. Sr. Joan describes spirituality in action and affirms
what our congregation does, helps us understand why we do it, and inspires us
to do even more “toward creating a world of justice, freedom, peace, and
empowerment.” To get this book, please order from your favorite bookseller. If
you would like to discuss this book, discussion groups will meet for one hour on
the third Tuesday of the month on Zoom. There will be groups at 10:00 a.m.,
3:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m., beginning September 22. Please contact Barbara
Gulick, facilitator, at 406-259-3622 or at bjgulick@bresnan.net for your Zoom
invitation. Also, if you need help in acquiring a book, please contact Barbara.

Sunday School Begins!!
Our first day of virtual Sunday School will be September 20th and we're excited

to offer the Whole People of God curriculum with continuing spiritual
embodiment practices like cooking and yoga throughout the year. While we
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work out the final details, make sure to register HERE so we can get your child
the materials they'll need. Register by September 12th please!!

Wednesday Evening Youth Group
Mark your calendars for our first youth group this year on October 7th from

5:30-7pm. While we're not sure if we'll be (spread out) in person or online, we
will gather! Our youth groups are open to youth of all ages and their families,

and we use this communal time to focus on service projects. Stay tuned!

Youth and Family Resources
FREE Pack ‘n Play Cribs for any family in need.  The Pack ‘n Play Crib comes
with education about safe sleep, a book, pacifier, sleeper, and fitted
sheet. More information about how to order the cribs and educational
materials can be found here. [hmhb-mt.org]

In Home Care Grant for Families 
The scholarship is available for families with children aged 0-18 who face
special circumstances that make group settings inappropriate solutions.  The
scholarship aims to provide opportunity for families that include children or
family members with special needs which may include health or safety needs
requiring in-home care. This may also include foster families and kinship
families with unique in-home needs. It might include families in rural areas that
lack group care programs or families that have unusual schedules making
group care difficult or impossible to find.  These grants are not available just
because school is not in session hours/days it has been in the past. It
may not be used to pay for care in a family/group child care because it is
for kids who cannot go to group settings.  Grants are not income based.
Applications will be sent to and determinations made by the region Child Care
Resource and Referral Agencies (CCR&R). If it is sent to the wrong R&R, we’ll
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forward it to the correct organization.  R&Rs are able to turn these applications
around much faster than the state. Application and information
at https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/ChildCareResourceandReferral,
includes regional CCR&R contact information

#SAVEUSPS Rally
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The Phoenix Gym
Come check out The Phoenix, now located at Billings First Church! Bootcamp
classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays at noon, make sure to pre-register online

at thephoenix.org

*Must have 48 hours of sobriety
*Must be 18 or older
*Must wear a mask
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Family Promise Yellowstone
Valley Updates



Family Promise needs Volunteers!
If you would like to do your part in
helping Family Promise by signing
up to deliver lunches and dinners to
the day center go
to https://volunteersignup.org/9449H
That site explains what is needed
and when to deliver!

Breeze Member Tutorial!

Having trouble navigating or signing
up for Breeze? Click this link for a
video tutorial to show you how to get
started!

https://support.breezechms.
com/hc/en-us/articles/
360007855153-Member-Tutorial-
Video

To request an Breeze invite please
visit our web page at
billingsfirstchurch.org/join-breeze
You can also download the Breeze
App and have members and events
at your fingertips! Just look in your
app store for “Breeze” with the
sailboat icon.

New Events being added soon!
Please check our Facebook page at
facebook.com/billingsucc for updates.
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Recurring Events

Communitea is a time of
togetherness, a time to celebrate
new and old friends, to share stories,
to find the common in each other
and to share a mug of tea. All are
welcome. Please email Morgan
Satterfield our Office Admin at
info@firstchurchbillings.org if you are
interested in joining!

Namaste. Let's practice together,
cultivate some joy, and raise our
vibration! This yoga flow, community
class is open to the public. Yoga is
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 10 am
on Zoom, ALL skill levels welcome!
Please email Morgan at
info@firstchurchbillings.org for
meeting information. Check our
Facebook page for updates.

In our care and concern for all, and
in light of the mandate that we all
wear masks to stop the spread of
CoVid-19 in our communities, we will
be hosting a 'Pop-Up Mask
Distribution Site' at Billings First
Congregational Church. Mondays,

Join us for coffee and conversation
at 11:45 a.m. every 2nd Sunday after
worship! We will be meeting on
Zoom so please email Morgan in the
main office
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Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am-
12pm for as long as we have
volunteer/s and masks. Please let
me know if you might share in this
ministry by donating disposable
masks, bottled water and volunteer
hours at the church. If interested,
please email Morgan at
info@firstchurchbillings.org.

(info@firstchurchbillings.org) to
request your invite.
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