
 

United Christian Church - September 2020 
 

A merged congregation of 

Highland Park United Church of Christ 

and First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, 

Miles City, Montana 

The Welcome! 
No matter who you are, or where you are 

on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

FOOD BANK FUNDRAISER 

United Christian Church is planning an outdoor Fair Trade and Bake Sale on Saturday, Oct. 3rd, on the 

lawn at the church. This is planned primarily as a fundraiser for the Custer County Food Bank, which is 

moving this month from its long-time home at the VA to a new location downtown at 15th N. 8th Street.  

The Food Bank is currently collecting monetary donations to purchase the space at their new location.  

According to Director Bob Parker, the Food Bank currently serves around 250 families, which 

breaks down to about 750 people. 

 

                                                    UCC's sale will take place on the church's front lawn, with tables well  

                                                    spaced and all UCC helpers masked. Hours of the sale are 10:00 am til  

                                                    2:00 pm.  We will be selling a variety of fair trade goods, including              

                                                    baskets, ceramics, metal work and other items.  We'll also feature 

                                                    delicious fruit pies and other baked goods! 

 

                                                    In the hopes of maximizing the benefit to the Food Bank, UCC  will  

                                                    match the first $1,000 in proceeds from this sale!  UCC members & 

                                                    friends are encouraged to bake something for the sale, plus come out and 

                                                    shop! 

 

                                                A big "Thank You" goes to Marilyn 

                                                    Thaden and others for donating garden  

                                                    produce for many weeks to sell in our  

Share the Love Bookstore.  We used part of the produce proceeds 

to purchase an additional $400 worth of fair trade items through SERRV 

and other sources for our upcoming fundraiser. 
 

(Note:  If you want to make a donation to help with the $1,000 match, write "Food Bank Match" on your 

check made out to UCC - thank you!)  If you have questions about this event, contact any member of the 

Mission Task Force:  Marilyn T, Dixie, Linda, Shelley or Barb.  ALSO: we will have a group pie making 

effort on Thursday, October 1st, starting at 9:00 am at the church.  Helpers are welcome -  bring your 

mask!  We also welcome assistance at the sale on the 3rd!! 
 

PLEASE PUT THE WORD OUT 

ABOUT OUR SALE 

TO YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS! 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

From Rev. Amber ~ 

 

If we have learned nothing else this year, we've 

learned that “normal” is only a setting on a washing 

machine.  This year has been rough on all of us.  We've 

all had to change how we do things, like remembering to 

get the mask out of the car before going into the store.  In 

the last several months, many of us have become Sheldon 

Cooper from “The Big Bang Theory” with our wiping 

and sanitizing.  I have consumed more alcohol through 

my hands than I have drunk in my entire life.   

It used to be “normal” for us to gather for Bible 

Study, coffee and cookies, and have a wonderful choir.  

For the time being, those things are not happening.  

However, it is now “normal” for those of us leading worship to be IT Technicians and video experts.  I 

know that things have not gone smoothly every Sunday, but we are learning how to make things better 

week-by-week.  We have new television screens which, hopefully, make things more visible.  We need to 

get an iPad for the church and probably a better microphone.  All of this will help the virtual worshipers 

participate more fully in our services.  

 

“Normal” worship now involves keeping 6’ apart and sitting in every other pew. Everyone wears 

masks during worship except for the preacher. Our communion comes in two cups with crackers instead 

of bread.  We don’t pass the offering plate but invite people to leave their offering in the plate on a table, 

in the box outside the door or through the on-line Givelify, plus choose our church as a charity when 

using Amazon Smile.  Also, it is now “normal” for us to have our worship services viewed a couple 

hundred times by people all over the country.   

 

Churches are famous for saying “We do it this way because we have always done it this way.”  

With the pandemic, we have been forced to do things differently and try and figure out what “normal” 

means right now.  It is a moving target.   

 

One thing that is “Normal” and never changes is God’s love for all of us.      

Each and every person is loved by God, no matter what.  With everything changing, 

this is one thing that stays the same.  I do not believe that God loves those who sit  

in the pews for one hour each week more than those who are in their PJ’s watching 

worship from their couch.  I do not believe that God loves the person who attends  

church every week more than the person who marvels at God’s creation while  

fishing on the river.  God loves each of us all the time (even when we make bad  

choices) and that is “normal." 

 

None of us knows how things will look in a couple of months or a couple 

of years.  We don’t know what will be “normal” for our lives.  With everything  

changing every day, we can remember that God’s love is “normal” and will not  

change – no matter what.   
 

Please wear your mask in public.  Share love, not germs.   
 

                                                                                  
 

 
      Elias needs to teach  

          me how to fish! 



People We Know 
 

United Christian Church recently lost several friends and former members of our congregation.   
 

   On July 19,  our dear friend Sharon Kearnes lost her battle with cancer.  Her 

strong will and faith had kept her fighting til the end.  Sharon was a generous 

supporter of our social justice events and fund raisers, and, in pre-Covid days, 

greatly enjoyed coming to services when her health permitted. Sharon's bright 

smile and contributions to the community are definitely missed by many. As  

written in her memorial brochure, "Friends, raise your glass and say  

good-bye with a smile and laugh, remember the good days."   
 

                                                        We were also saddened by the August 17th death of Nancy Staigmiller in Billings.   

                                   Nancy and her husband Bob lived in Miles City for over 25 years, where they raised 

                                   their family and were active members of our congregation.  After retirement, they  

                                   lived near Absarokee for many years before Bob's passing and Nancy's ill health  

                                   necessitated a move to Billings.  Nancy was a huge supporter of Camp Mimanagish,  

                                   and anyone who desires can make a donation in her memory to Singing Waters  

                                   Montana at www.singingwaters.org.  This organization is working towards a new  

                                   mission for the Camp. 

 

Long-time members of UCC remember Kent and Barb Elliott, who very recently passed away within a 

month of one another.  Kent was our minister when we were Highland Park Congregational, serving here 

in the 1980's. During their time here, Barb worked as an RN at Pine Hills School and the Mental Health 

Center.  From Miles City, the Elliotts and their three daughters moved to Boulder, where Kent served the 

United Methodist Church and Barb began a long nursing career at the Montana Developmental Center.  In 

his retirement, Kent began writing novels and short stories and he established Wheatgrass Publishing to 

publish his and his father's books.  To offer condolences or share a memory of Kent or Barb, you can go 

to www.buttefuneralhome.com.  
 

As a church family, not only do we offer support to one another during difficult times, we also rejoice and 

share in the happy events that take place.  

 

   We offer somewhat belated congratulations to Kathy and Tracy Barnes  on the  

April 27 birth of granddaughter Brooklyn Sweet Mitchell.  Brooklyn's parents are  

Alyssa & Cliff Mitchell, and "Sweet" is a maiden name from Cliff's side of the family. 

Brooklyn joined big sister Aubrey and we hear that grandma Kathy is having fun 

(and keeping very busy) with babysitting now that Alyssa has returned to work! 

 

                                      Likewise, belated congratulations to Debbie & Tim Irion 

                                      on the May 26 birth of grandson Beckham Isaiah Irion. 

                                      Beckham is the son of Wayne and Augustine Irion of Fort Rucker, Alabama, and  

                                      he joined teen-aged brothers, Brandon and Colten.  Due to Covid-19, Debbie and 

                                      Tim have not yet been able to meet this cute little person, though technology has 

                                      allowed them to see and spend time with  

                                      Beckham and his family. Debbie & Tim, 

                                      we hope you can soon visit your family!!!!   
                

And while we're sharing joyful pictures and messages:  

   To Debbie & Tim:  HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY!!  (Sept. 5) 

(You're much too young now to be married for 50 years!!!) 

      

 

 

 

   



 

 

                                        Best wishes to Julie Reinhart, who has returned to school (on-line) to obtain 

                                        a Master's Degree in Communicative Science and Disorders through the  

                                        University of Montana.   

 

                                        Julie extends a BIG "Thank You" to her UCC family for the gorgeous bouquet  

                                        she received upon taking the GRE and entering the program.  We know you'll do 

                                        well, Julie!                                     

  

                                                    GOOD BYE!!    
 

The Miles City community is losing Sarah Logeman and Garrett 

Mostowski at the end of this month, when they head to Detroit, MI,   

to serve as co-pastors of Fort Street Presbyterian Church.  Sarah has 

been pastor at Miles City's First United Methodist Church  (with  

a few fill-ins at UCC) while Garrett has pastored at First Presbyterian 

Church.   

At their new church, Sarah will oversee and manage worship, Christian  

education and the mission, peace, and justice arm of the congregation. Garrett will oversee all operations 

staff, finance and Deacons plus the non-profit “Open Door” which serves the hungry, housing insecure 

and at-risk youth in the downtown area. Together, they will be working with a team of twenty-two folks.     
 

To add to the excitement, Sarah & Garrett will welcome an addition to their family when daughter Naima 

Sloan Mostowski is born in November!  According to Sarah, the move is bittersweet for the couple as 

they love Miles City but are excited for this new ministry and the opportunity to work together.  

Regarding their connection with United Christian Church, Sarah added that she and Garrett are "SO 

grateful for the passion you bring and the work you do in this community." 
 

Sarah & Garrett, we are sorry to see you go, but are very excited for your new opportunities and wish you 

only the best!  And we definitely ask you to stay in touch!!  

                                               

                                                                            Congrats to the Tongue River Winery and the Thadens  

                                                                             on this year's record breaking crop of over 17,000 lbs. 

                                                                             of grapes!!  Although Miles City was hit with an early  

                                                                             frost,  family and enthusiastic volunteers picked the 

                                                                             entire crop in seemingly record time.  Stay tuned for more  

                                                                             great wines!   

                   

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Selfie by Garrett!

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

                    September 

          9/5/70 - Deb & Tim Irion 

          9/6/86 - Cindy &  Dale Berg 

          9/6/02 - Trista & Bill York 

          9/27 - Karen Strobel 
 

                   October 

          10/01– Bob Thaden 

          10/10– Marilyn Thaden 

          10/11 – Joan Wilson 

          10/12 - Toni Gaglia 

          10/15 - Chad Irion 

          10/17 - Jan Alexander  

          10/19 - Julie Reinhart 

         10/27 – Shelley Freese 
   

                   November 

 11/11 – Barb Cole  11/15 – Dale Berg 

        11/19 – Jolene Taylor    

    11/24 – Mary & Jerry Partridge 

jon 

 

  



 

                                                                    We extend a huge "THANK YOU" to everyone who continues  

                                                                     to support UCC's Share the Love Bookstore.  Since the first  

                                                                     of the year, even with a temporary closing due to Covid-19,  

                                                                     we have made almost $2,000! (This includes a portion of the  

                                                                     proceeds from garden produce sales.) Bookstore proceeds are 

                              e                                     split between the church and alternating local organizations.   

                                                                     Currently, these proceeds go to the local Imagination Library 

                                                                     that provides free books to kids birth through five years of age.  

 

A huge shout out to Amber Richardson, for all she's done to make the bookstore such a success!!!  Also, 

many, many thanks to everyone who volunteers time & energy at the bookstore. It is currently open 

Thursdays from 2:00-6:00 and the first Saturday of each month from 9:00 - 4:00. 

 

 

*    *    *    *    *   

Although our church activities are somewhat restricted right now, we still have bills to pay and your 

financial support is still needed.  Thanks to Vida Landa, we now have a locked drop box outside the front 

doors to the church and donations can be left there. Checks can also be mailed to the church (1006 S. 

Strevell) or directly to Treasurer Lori Dickson at 621 N. Custer.  Another way to continue supporting 

United Christian Church is through Givelify. It does require an app be downloaded to your tablet or 

phone, but it is a free app. You can set up recurring giving through your credit card, if that is something 

you'd like to do. If you prefer making one time donations, that is also possible. If you need help using the 

app, let Amber know. THANK YOU for your on-going support! 

 

*    *    *    *    * 

We thank Jon Harris for again taking good care of the church lawn over the summer.  Haynes Enterprise 

fixed the sprinkler system and replaced the pressure tank which has been a big help. 

 

Socially Distanced Services at UCC:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plus a couple of "borrowed" signs: 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 
 



 

CALENDAR 
 

    9/18-20  Conference Annual Meeting via ZOOM 

    9/27  Annual WAM Art Auction 5:00 pm Pumping Plant Park 

NOTE:  Due to Covid-19 concerns, there will not be CROP walk this year. 

    10/1  Group Pie Baking - 9:00 am at UCC 

    10/3  Fair Trade & Bake Sale  10:00-2:00 Front lawn at UCC 

    10/3  Share the Love Bookstore   9:00 - 4:00 

    11/3  Election Day (But return a mail-in ballot earlier!!) 

    11/7  Share the Love Bookstore   9:00 - 4:00 

    11/26 - HAPPY THANKSGIVING       
    

                                  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Christian Church 

   1006 S. Strevell Avenue 

    Miles City, MT  59301 

         (406) 234-3467 

 

 

Ministry Team: 

  Rev. Amber Richardson, Deacon                                    

  Rev. Bob Thaden, Retired       

 

Sunday Service at 10:00 am 
 

                                 

  Follow us on Facebook at UCC Miles City 

                        and at Share the Love Bookstore 
 

uccmilescity@midrivers.com  

Newsletter Editor:  Barb Cole 

 

                                                                           

 

                  Mailing Label 

 

 
                                       John Pavlovitz 


